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THE LIFE 


OF 


Mr. WILLIAM PARSONS. 


In giving the following particulars of Mr. ParS0Ns, 
the friend of my adverſe hour, and the companion 
of my heart, I do no more than obey an injunction. 


laid upon: me by one who has not left his better 
behind him. 31.3 P03, fed 


Raiſed by his abilities to the foremoſt rank in a 
profeſſion he did ſo much honour to, he many years 
before ſociety had to regret his loſs, was enabled to 
live in a ſtate of domeſtic comfort. 

His early otct hl in a profeſſion at the beſt pre- 
carious, was marked by the moſt rigid cxconomy ; 
when his means were ſmall, he contrived to live 
within them ; never exceeding the bounds which 
an honeſt principle had'marked out. Thus, when 
fortune ſmiled and her favours were rendered more 


abundant, he had not to rob the preſent Hour to 
anſwer the demands of the paſt. 


No man knew the value of money better, and 
no man would part with i it more readily upon pro- 
per occaſions : his ſtudy was ever to avoid oftenta- 
tion and parade ; he looked alone to the approbation 


| ſented ; and by way of preface, I pay this tribute to 
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ninth of February, 1736. - At that period! his father 


panded | beneath the hand of culture; ſtudy was his de- 


) 4} 


of his own heart; which, by attending to the claims 
of humanity, was every, paſſing year enriching the 
ſtores of retroſpetion, on which the worthy  ban- 
quet in the hour of ſilent retirement. 


To the public this, life. of its old-fayourite is pre: 


his memory., In occaſional encomiums I ſhall not 
be. ſwayed: by any partial conſideration ; ; the dead 
cannot be flattered, and I feel no inclination to flat- 
ter ”" om 


"Me Wriutan j NR ge was boa on he twenty 


followed the buſineſs of a carpenter in Bow Lane, 
Cheapſide ; and, although his circumſtances were, 
as the phraſe runs, but. middling, {till, the dictates 
of good ſenſe, and, what is more, the feelings of a 
good parent, determined him on giving to his little 
nameſake a- good, education. © Money,” ſaid"the 
old man, cc will do every. thing ; education /ome- 
thing; and perhaps will for this boy, on a future day, 
when the power of farther endeavours is denied to 
his father.” 


7 


In that a of emulative aening.e Se. Paul's 
ſchool, the intelligent mind of young ParsoNs ex- 
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light ; his improvement rapid ; andtheencomiumsof 
| his teachers kept pace with deſerts which ranked him 
high in their eſtimation. They, no doubt, were 
proud of a ſcholar whoſe brilliant talents and ſtrict 
application bade fair to render him conſpicuous 
in a world on which he was ſo ſoon to enter; and 
where thoſe talents would confer additional luſtre 
on that noble ſeminary, from whence ſo many orna- 


ments to this favoured ifle have drawn their firſt. 


_ At this very early period he diſcovered a taſte 
for the productions of dramatic writers; his hours 
of leiſure were employed in conſulting their beau- 
ties; all his pocket-money was engaged 'in their 
purchaſe ; and many a time and oft has he made 
the ſchool-room reſound to the. pleadings of An- 
thony, the oratory of Brutus, 'and the rage of 
Richard, to the delight and aftoniſhment of his 
youthful peers, and not unfrequently to the pecu- 
liar ſatisfaction of his maſters. | 


| I have at this time the happineſs to know a gen- 
tleman who ſate on the ſame form with the ſubject 
of theſe pages, and who has confirmed the remarks 
juſt made: © His diſpoſition,” ſays he, © was 
lively and captivating, his drollery and good na- 
_ ture endeared him greatly to his fellow boys ; 


[-p.4 


while with his maſters he was ever treated as a 
ESE favourite.” Fa) 


* # 


The views of Mr. Parsons for his for went no' 
farther than to ſettle him in a line of life wherein 
he might gain a future livelihood ; accordingly, at 
the age of fifteen, 'the-young- gentleman became a 
pupil under the late Sir Henay Cues, a ſurveyor 
of no ſmall -repate at. that time. 


But the rule and compaſs Q no means ſquared 
with inclinations which were bent another way ; 
and young Parxsons was very ſoon heard to remark 
among his youthful acquaintance, © Cazzst may 
draw. his | plan, and I may draw mine; but one. 
thing 1s clear, we : ſhall not . hi. draw the ſame 
Ns mw | 


The rid was, PY NERD with all its gay dely-. 
fions, occupied his thoughts ; a ſpeech from his 
favourite, SHAKESPEARE, © The god of his ido- 
latry ,”” was to him more to be prized than the 
moſt elaborate ſpecimen of the ſurveyor's ſkill ; 
and his warm and glowing fancy ſet a much higher 
value on one line from the bard of Avoii, than | on 
a thouſand of Sir Henry's. ' 


PowzLL and HoLLanD, who afterwards graced 
the boards of Old Drury, at this period ranked 
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while with his maſters he was ever treated: as a 
ingys egy favourite.” | 


The 1 views of Mr. "NAOPLM for his Gon went no' 
farther than to ſettle him in a line | of life wherein 
he might gain a future livelihood ; accordingly, at 
the age of fifteen, 'the'young- gentleman became a 


pupil under the late Sir Hexngy Cres, a ſurveyor 


of no ſmall repate at that time. 23 


But the rule and compaſs I” no means ſquared 
with inclinations which were bent another way ; 
and young ParsoNns was very ſoon heard to remark 
among his youthful acquaintance, © Cazzst may 
draw his | plan, and I may draw mine; but one. 


thing 1s clear, we : ſhall not - "Ig draw the ſame 


es | 


The wich was, the hrs with all its gay delu- 
fions, occupied his thoughts ; ; a ſpeech from his 
favourite, SHAKESPEARE, © The god of his  1do- 


latry ,” was to him more to be prized than the 


moſt elaborate ſpecimen of the ſurveyor's ſkill ; 
and his warm and glowing fancy ſet a much higher 
value on one line from the bard of Avoin,: than on 
a thouſand of Sir Hzxgr's. 


PowELL and HoLLanD, who afterwards graced 
the boards of Old Drury, at this period ranked 
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: * | 
among the. acquaintance of Sir Huxzy's pupil, 
| whoſe mind was too congenial to their own, not 
to render their parties at once captivating and In- | 
iructive, 'in the walk which he had marked out 
for himſelf to.tread on, and on which all his thoughts : 


- were engaged.” 


a hed * Bro of his new date. time paſled_ 
rapidly away, No dull ftinting hours we own,” 
their motto; and © how merrily we live” ) Age ; 
_ Vaunt. 


Sir 7 AIR CHEESE, Whoſe a pinions by no means 
correſponded with thoſe of his pupil, did nat alto- 
gether approve of his habits and connexions, eſti- 
mating time or a very different principle; he made 
but ſmall allowance for the vivacify of youth and 
genius, the latter, in his judgnent, extending no 
farther than a man's buſineſs and intereſts. 


{ Heavy complaints were accordingly carried to the 
WF father, who united with the ſurveyor in diſapprov- 
ing of his ſon's conduct, and, moſt devoutly wiſhing 
in the poſſeſſion of his infernal majeſty, theatres, - 
and all that belonged to them. 
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On the account of diſſatisfaction between Sir 
Hexxy and young ParsoNs, the balance remained 
pretty equal, and the former came in for his full 


_ * * 
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| ſhare of notice at the conviviet's meetings before al- 
SE il | 


- Difagreements between the parties becoming 

more and more frequent, young Paxsoxs formed: 

| the haſty reſolve of quitting one profeſſion he was 

_ never attached to, for another to which he was.— 

_—_- This reſolve he communicated to his acquaintance, 

= : 4 remarking with his wonted pleafantry, ** Though WM 
b I ron from Cheeſe, Ifear not meeting with 4read.” Ml 

- This piece of pleaſantry was highly reliſhed by the | 
company ; the glaſs circulated freely; never was a. 
ſet of jovial ſpirits ore jovial, or better pleaſed 
with each other ; and, when they broke up, bump- 

= ers were filled and held up with svccess To THE 

17H | | RESOLVE. 


® 
Pray wen 
Wo HER A Oy TOE 
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The places where 'PowzLL and HoLLawD had ſet | 
up their ſtandards theatrical, were the Bird Cage i 
in Wood Street, and the Horns in Doctor's Com- 
mons:—places, it is preſumed, ſtill freſh in the il 
memory of ſome of my readers, who honour this 
_ page with their attention. Their partizans were 

; numerous, and of a far more reſpectable deſcription 
|$ than that which attaches to the ſpouting clubs of | 

b | the preſent day. It was now that the young ad- 
44 * venturer applied himſelf feriouſly toward the at- 
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[| tainment- of a profeſſion on which depended his 
bo future fame and fortune. HoLrand, who had re-. 


Ll 


- 


* ; Ee A" SO" -4 YA ac et ROY 
: : : CNL ETDTETTOG = Tu ri. nccnnnrkd ATE IS "Y 33 Tas Sreelt ts fo IH EE LENT we. [TE 
R ; ID YT GO ETSY P rg _ FLOPS, br 'y «nb X 70 Fig Y' 1. + ns 4 ''s- AC & "M2 -- Þ- P_ q fl A » m n M * A. * by 
? pf x | : 


- V4: - MN < * 4 VS ; I'Y 3 ro Shin" yk F : . wa p % Gs PE, Shy. 4 ” ." . Y 'S f 

4 « * | —_— ; os »f ef Le? 2 4 * 4 \, : : St ” | - vo, 
441) ._ABOLD- STROKE FOR A WIFBR. Janen = 
. _ *-. 

wt SES. 
© AY —— - - - = CE 


— i. 
Je” 


. 
” 


| "RE AUhd br Bells Bren/A Theave Oct? 20 *:776 | | 


 NMPARSON'S 99 he (Hatacher of PERIWINKLE = 


008 #2 Era, eo cen aw 
b Cas. 0. tay ord rs re tt eb rernagrrn ctren b t s 


oo ms eo fee rh re er wrenet nts - 


7 Ae ome WU > oo ns tb Brent a tn oe 
5 


hunt HEAT Capt tc cr 


CS ett. tit 


[ 91 


mained FEI attached tothe EPR was indived._ 
to:pay frequent viſits at:ithe Bird. Cage; .accomipat -- 
nied with: the: flower of (his.;patty, to. witneſs: the 
_ excellence diſplayed by Parxgons.; who,rſtrange asat_ 


. maynow ſeem, apnea the ROY and Richard | 
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-The Gitie at: Linh: ering whichi; gave: himan” 
opportunity-to make a/ more public diſplay. of. this - 
talents: at a benefit: repreſentation. of King Lear, 
given in:the:year'1756, lat. the- litcle: theatre-in\the 
Haymarket, in: which he played the part bf Kent, 
and PowsLL that: i6f theibaſtard. - The opinion of 


' the audience on this early trial of the youthful can- 


didates: ran in| favour'of Parsoxs, _— was CCR 
to FUE the Hon: PINE of _ DOCU LEES: 
FIRE S06y 05: \*X; , 4 
'F rom-this' pedhalto Pokey IE) up to: > Ridiavy 
for inſtruction, andtipon the: good: ſenſe;vand juſt 
conception-of the latter;'a groundwork was laid;"on 
which:PowzzL.(whoſe career: of glory was' ſo ſooh. 
run): raiſed'a fame, notfobn to be forgotten by thoſe 
whothave: witneſſed his performances, ' which» took 
place'about- eight years after, under the patronage. 
of Sir RostrxT LapBroOoOkt, when he ſurpriſed and 


charmed the town, by his exquiſite pictures of 


SrkkesPrARe's Lear; and other parts df the ou rank” 
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|» GARRICK was''in Italy: when this theatrical. ſtar 
firſt performed Lear, in the ſeaſon of 1764, at old 
Drury, whoſe walls :reſounded 'to his praiſe. - I 
could occupy many pages upon the merits of this 
gentleman ; but, as it is; 'I:can only be juſtified in 
this curſory mentionof them, as they-lead me to no= 
tice, what Parsons has often obſerved in converſa- 
tions upon this ſubject, that a more awkward at- 
tempt at tragedy could not be than PowEeLL's at the 
beginning, and that the time he took in perfecting 
him; was ſeven years; . while ſeven years experience 
induced himſelf to renounce. the cauſe. of Ws 
ene; and take up that of "CRONE: 


His i for the fone ;ncreſed tulle and 
at length ſurmounted every other confideration. It 
had been materially ſtrengthened by the many en- 
commwums which were paſſed'on; his abilities in his 
_ darling. purſuit : in vain Sir Hewxy adviſed him to 
turn his mind to building on ſolid ground; inſtead of 
raiſing fabrics in the air; 1n vain his: father exerted 
his authority ; the natural. dent of | his mind broke 
the bonds of control, and at length he-took: of his 


father and maſter what is nes 42 termed ' French 
leave. | 
- And now, the world was all before him; - whale 
in reſpect to pecuniary matters, he: was not entirely 
without reſources ; as ſereral picture dealers had for 
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ſome time been in the habit of employing him in 
painting ſmall landſcapes, in which he diſplayed very 
decent execution, .much judgment;':and :no ſmall 
portion of taſte and fancy; Of his excellence in the 


' imitative art on canvaſs a celebrated landſcape pain- 


ter of that time was ſo ſenſible, that he employed him 
on ſubjects which went under that artiſts name, with- 
out any diminurion to the EEE of his ira 
_ NE: 

c"P tw faid that however praiſe worthy his 
landſcapes might be, his principal forte lay in fruit. 
When queſtioned upon this head, he would reply, 
* It may be true, but when I could get few to bite 
at my pines and peaches ; my figsand filberts ; my 
grapesand gooſleberries; and my currantsandcadlings; 
why I dabbled in houſes and /ands and thrived better.” 
Of his excellence in fruit-pieces, ſome ſpecimens 
which he retained in his own poſſeſſion till his death 
bore ample teſtimony ; but it is evident from his em-- 
ploying himſelf wholly in landſcape for many years 
previous to that mournful event, that his inclination 


leaned from the firſt toward that ſpecies of painting. 


This opinion I am the more juſtified in forming, 
from my requeſting, on his propoſing to leave me a 
ſomething for remembrance, in the courſe of laſt 
ſummer, that he would give me a fruit-piece inſtead 
of a landſcape : his reply was, © No, no, don't aſk 
me, I've loſt the knack.” In a few days, how- 


\* 
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ever..(for he. was very rapid in execution) he-pro+ 
duced for my choice fruit and land/cape, : when: tak- 
ing up the former, he exclaimed, © It wort do, it 
won't do, B--— you ſha'nt have it :” ſaying which 
he drew his bruſh acroſs the canvaſs, and gave me 
the /land/cape, which 1 now have, and which'I ſhall 
never with my own conſent be induced to- part with. 
To return to my narrative. —After many. rumi- 
nations on the important ſubject, the young adven= 
turing truant fixed on the York theatre as the place 
of trial ; and there he experienced thoſe plaudits in 
Southampton, 'in the Earl of Eſſex, which raiſed his 
hopes ſo high, as to confirm him 1n his reſolves in 
perſevering in a trial on which they were all em-- 
barked. | & 


Every time he appeared before the York audience 
his reception became more. and more warm : his 
manager paſſed upon him thoſe compliments which 
he found it much to his intereſt to make, and:ap- 
pointed him to the firſt parts in tragedy and genteel 
comedy. | | 


Youthful as he was; the ſtrong conception of 
his author ; his marking delivery of that author's 
nobleſt flights ; the originality of a manner true:to 
nature, and entirely his own, rendered him of the 
utmoſt conſequence: but on the York boards Mr. 


= Pazoxs remainednot.long; Fame blew her trump 


: ; before him, and Edinburgh ſoon courted his. pre- 
6 | ſence: terms at-once liberal and flattering were hiſ- 
W tencd to and accepted, and in this -city he remained 
We nearly fix years, much admired as a z performer, and 
VOY {0.28 SIA: oo comm or) 35d wot t 
It has been remarked with a propriety which all 
who experience its abſence muſt acknowledge, that 
«health is-our beſt companion ;** Mr. Parsons had 
for ſome time experienced a very ſerious drawback 
on his repoſe, occaſioned by an aſthmatic complaint 
which he contracted when juſt turned of nineteen, 
and which accompanied him with ſymptoms more 
orleſsalarming through an exiſtence which although 
thort of the Scriptural age of man, may yet, on this 
melancholy account, be conſidered as a long one. 


This ſevere affliction originated in the following 


4 {1 manner : Upon ſome particular occaſion he was de- 
XX rained at the houſe of a friend, who lived a few miles 


from Edinburgh, where his name was in the 
bills for the evening, till within an hour or two of 
the drawing up of the curtain. The day had been 
wet and ſtormy, and ſtrong entreaties were uſed for 
his remainiag where he was ; but to which he turned 
a deaf car, and walked through a heavy rain to the 
theatre. Arriving there, he inſtantly went to his 
dreſſing room ; prepared for the part he had to ſuſ- 
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tain, and went on the ſtage ; refuſing to take any 


thing that might' prevent the bad effes of cold, 
which fixed upon him that night, with great ſeverity, 
and did not quit him till it had produced the af- 
fitting malady beforealluded to. This malady made 
its flow but ſure inroads on his conſtitution, and at 
length terminated an exiſtence it had at different in- 
tervals materially imbittered. 


Mr. Parsoxs had hitherto been employed in the 
ſervice of Melpomene; but now a circumſtance 
took place which drew him over to that of Thalia. 
Mr. STaMPER, whoſe powers in the comic line ren- 
dered him a favourite, was now induced to quit the 
Edinburgh ſtage for that of Dublin. The part of 
the Miſer was taken up at a very ſhort notice by 
Mr. Paxsons, and the audience expected little more 
than'a reading; but, to their ſurpriſe, he ſuſtained 
every ſcene with increaſing excellence, and when 
the curtain fell, STAMPER was no longer regretted, 
nor would his appearance after this evening have 
been welcomed, had he returned to the part. 


Mr. Parsons continued playing with varied ſuc- 
cefs, till Mr. Garrick, who was ever on the look 
out to enrich his company, heard of his excellence, 
and particularly of his merit in pourtraying the cha- 
racters of old men, in ſuch a way as to make him 


. deſirous of bringing thoſe abilities to trial, on the 


OR 


& doards of his own theatre, which he had heard” fo 
® much of while diſplaying on thoſe of another. 


Upon the repreſentation of his friends, Mr. Par- 
$0NS repaired to London, and gave the meeting to 
the little manager. Terms were agreed upon, and in 
the early part of the ſeaſon 1761-2, he trod for the 

= firſt time the boards of a London theatre as Filch in 
47 | the Beggars' Opera : his wife, tro whom he had been 
married a few years, appearing on the ſame night 
as Mrs. Peachum: but which charafer ſhe did not 
long retain, although her performance was ſuperior, 
in the opinion of many, to that of Mrs. Love, wi 
ſucceeded her in it, 


XZ The ſucceſs of this evening exceeded his moſt 
XZ ſanguine expectations; Garrick paſſed upon his 
2X performance the higheſt encomiums, and with. the 
= town he was, on a few repetitions, firmly eſtabliſhed. 


7 Thepartsofold men hadfor ſome timebeen ſhared 
= between Yates and WesToN; but when PaRrsons 
7 cxhibited the antiquarian Perriwinkle, in A Bold 
X Stroke fora Wife, and the amorous alderman Smug- 
gler, in The Conſtant Couple; his perſonifications, 
even at that early day, were thought to be little in- 
* ferior to the happieſt efforts of the gentlemen juſt 
b 1 mentioned:—to inſert they were equal would be ad- 


( 36 } 


vancing 'more than_truth could: juſtify, - or on the 
ſcore of probability judgment could conceive. 


8 _- Mr. Garrick was fully ſenſible of the acquiſi- 
R tion he had gained, in his new performer, who ex- 
perienced. from that diſtinguiſhed ornament'to the 

| | Britiſh ſtage the maſt flattering marks of attention 
1 2 | mu of IEOHh * | | | 
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il » 'On this account, his attachment to [his manager 
[i j | berame at once ſincere and laſting ;: of this attach« 
i ment he gave the moſt unequivocal proof, inrejedt- 
ing the golden proffers held out to him from Dub- 
lin ; and proffers that to a ſelfiſh mind; muſt have 
carried weight. In the preſent world, ſuch firmneſs 
and generoficy are ſomewhat rare, but of Mr. Paz- 
SONS. With truth. it may be recorded, that, no one 
weighed moral obligation between 'man and man 
with a hand more ſteady, or a heart more pure. 


' His, friend PowtLL was not long after him, in 

' appearing before a London public as a candidate 
for its favour. Of this gentleman's performances I 

| have already ' made mention, and have only to ob- 
ſerve, that when the tragedian went over to Covent 
Garden theatre, the comedian refuſed to follow his 
example, although /all- the advantages that could 
poſſibly accompany ſuch a removal were held forth 
in a manaer the moſt alluring. 
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Nor muſt another mention be omitted, in which 
@ he diſplayed an independence of mind, worthy the 
imitation "of performers on the winter theatres, 
ſhould like occaſion offer. I mean his refuſing to 
@ quit the boards of Old Drury, when, in order to 
W ſtrengthen certain repreſentations, at the commence- 
W friciit of R. B. SarrIban's management, the exy 
W ccllefice of both houſes was united. Such lauda- 
8 ble conduct evinced not only his modeſty, but his 
W generoſity © his modeſty, by not obtruding himſelf 
W in the place of another, where he conceived he had 
W no right ; and his generoſity, in conſidering the 
W riſing performer, whoſe chance of getting forward , 
= would thus be materially checked ; as the want of 
W practice muſt ever prove a ſerious drawback on 
& profeſſional endeavours. 


= Mr. Paxsons in the courſe. of a few ſeaſons in 
4 & London, had realized ſufficient to enable him to 
br” take a ſhare in the Briſtol theatre, in company with 
Q ERevppisn and CLarke; bur either from the trouble 
,” | F and anxiety naturally attached to ſuch a concern, or 
7 F from the mildneſs of a diſpoſition ill ſuited to the 
{; | taſk of a country manager, he ſoon grew weary of 
4 | his lituation, and in three years relinquiſhed ir. 


UW, 


= On the cloſe of the ſeaſons of Drury Lane, Mr. 
W Parons, for ſeveral ſummers, played at Liverpool, 
& and other places, in company with his friend Mr. 
C 


q gy P- > 


EF 2h ] 


Jonn PaLmzR, to whom I am indebted for the 
following relation. A performer named ANDERSON, 
who was of a lethargic habit, .and, on that account, 


 nick-named beavy Anderſon, being adviſed to ride 


gut, was one day met by our comedian about'a 
quarter of a mile from Liverpool, leaning over the 
neck of his horſe in a ſound ſleep, The heaſt at 
the ſame time, by the ſlowneſs of his pace, ſeemed 
as if half inclined to take a nap likewiſe. PaRr80N8, 
with great deliberation, took gentle hold of the 
bridle, and led the nodding beaſt and its. fleeping 
rider, intoacertain ſquareplace ſecured with wooden 
rails, and vulgarly called—the pound. In this ſitu+ 
ation poor ANDERSON was rouſed from his ſlums 
hers by the noiſe of the rabble who would not ſuffer 
him to quit his © durance vile,” till Dapple and 
himſelf had ſtood the jeers of man, woman, and boy, 
for a full hour; at the end of which ſome friends, 
who wiſhed: to relieve him from his difttrefs, were 
ſuffered to remove him from his ſtate of pur- 
gatory. . 


On ſome future occaſion, I may be induced, it 
fortune and encouragement permit, to lay before Wl 
the public, a volume of original anecdote, reſpect- 


ing its loſt favourite: my own wiſhes would lead me 


to do ſo in the preſent inſtance ; but as my means 


are confined, I dare not venture, as yet, on 


ſpeculation. I ſhall, therefore, having brought my J 
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ſubject to a ſpot where (a few excurſions excepted) 

e remained ſtationary till his death; paſs on to 
W he commencement of an intimacy between him and 
; yſelf, which ended in a friendſhip equally unfeign- 
Wed on both ſides. 


= When Garrick took his leave of the mimic. 
Wſcene for ever, ParsoNs felt much on the occaſion. 
WOf that matchleſs performer he would often remark, 
Wthat his powers, great as they once were, were then 1h 
Wtheir wane. © Garrick,” ſaid he, © was ſenſible 
Wof this unpleafing truth, ang has often ſaid, © Par- 
Wcoxs I will take my leave of the town, before its 

Y gradual abſence whiſpers that falling off, of which 

&1 am but too conſcious : this is one of JounsoN's 
$# © 00d natured hints, but I'll "_ by 1t.”? 


= However high in eſtimation Garrick was held 
F” my loſt friend, he entertained of Foors far dif- 
gcrent ſentiments; he gave to him all his praiſe as 
'P wit, and as a mimic; but, as a comedian and a 


5 G.. he uſed to remark, © the leſs ſaid the 
G better.” | 


As a manager, Garrick, with all his faults, will 
{never be forgotten by thoſe who formed any part 
& of his company. To thoſe who ranked high in their 
Y proiin their ſituation was inſured to them ; nor 
| were they removed from it except in caſes of long 


Mr. Parsows had quitted a ſmall cottage ſituated in 


purpoſe. This manſion ſtood by itſelf, till he purchaſ- 


Some timeafter, other buildings were continued to the W 


' The General Magazine and Impartial Review, 1 


F.-3 


illneſs on the-one hand, or bad condy&t on the Wl 
other. I have often heard Parsons dwell on Gar. Ml 
RICK'S memory, With all the enthuſiaſm of grati-M 
tude for recollected benefits, and often have I feen ; 
the ſtarting tear gliſten in the eye 1t graced, on mens 

tion of the death of his carly patron and his conſtant 
friend. | 


Some time before our acquaintance commenced, W 


Saint. George's Fields, which had ſerved him : 
for many years, as a ſummer retreat ; and took up 
his fixed reſidence in a houſe which he built for that 


ed ſome ground adjoining, on which he raiſed ſeveral 
ſmall but neat tenements, to let at low rents, and W 
thus created a little neighbourhood about him.— i 


road, forming a neat range chriſtened Mead's Row, 
and overlooking the garden of the Aſylum. ** With 
no other drawback upon their comfort,” ſome may N 
ſay, © than a ſtinking ditch ;” which I muſt own is 
at times rather unpleaſant, at the end fronting the 
Apollo Gardens, but on that on which Mr. Par- | 
$0Ns erected his own houſe, I have not found it in I 
the ſmalleſt degree offenſive. 


In the courſe of a work known by the name of | 
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Wave an account of Frog-hall. This publication 
vas planned and conducted by myſelf for near fix 
cars. On the cauſe of its decline I could ſay much, 
Wut ſuch mention would be foreign to my preſent 
Wpurpoſe ;—nor do I feel diſpoſed to expoſe thoſe 
Who are now conſcious of their error in obliging 
Wine to alter an original plan which ſucceeded be- 
Wyond my warmeſt expectations. The aid of Mr. 
WParsons, in decorating its monthly numbers, was 
Wrmaterial :—ſeveral of its volumes are enriched with 
| views from his own drawings; but the view which 
Waccompanied the following extract, deſcriptive of 
@Frog-hall, was from a drawing by WooLLETT, en- 
; graved by his pupil ELL1s. 


* This pictureſque little ſpot, adjoining CurTIs's 
botanic garden, St. George's Fields, was not 
unaptly ſo named by Mr. PALMER, the comedian, 
and was- Parsoxs's ſummer retreat for near 
twenty years. So far is this place from laying 
claim to conſequence, that PALMER uſed to re- 
mark, it had a nine-pin alley for a fore-ground, 
a pigs-ſty for a diſtance, and a waſh-hand baſon 
for a fiſh-pond : yet, however ſmall that claim, 


tidered it as an obje& worthy of his pencil. It 
was on this piece of water that WooLLETT uſed 
to exerciſe himſelf daily, in a ſmall boar or punt, 
and gave a whimſical] name to every corner of 
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fill Mr. WooLLzTr, the firſt artiſt in his day, con- 
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b- « it. The landing place he called Pickle-herring 

© farrs; a building covered with grape-vine, Kew 
W « Palace ; .a ſty behind the ſtructure, Sir Fo/eph's 
q | « Piggery; and a little ſmoaking room, Sir Walter "2 
'Þ * Raleigh's Hall. —We cannot cloſe this ſhort arti- 
i ** Cle without regretting that ſo little has been ſaid 
Ul | * of a gentleman to whom the world is ſo greatly 
jd « indebted. But we truſt that monuments will | 
I | . <« yet be erected to the memory of a WooLLETT, 

| 
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« a GARRICK, anda Jounson. As to ParsONs, 
v2 «« he fays, that, when he dies, he will be contented 
Wit. Ne « with a /ixpenny ſlate.” 


LI 


bi The name of Frog-hall has, by miſtake, been 
| given by many to the houſe in Mead's Row. 

LY 

.% Mr. WooLLETT was a native of Maidſtone, in 
Kent. Mr. Paxsons firſt became acquainted with 
him while on a vifit to his mother, who had retired 
bit to that town on the death of her. huſband, and where 
| q ſhe died a few years ſince much regretted by the | 
F ſmall circle of her friends ; for ſhe lived to herſelf, | 
_ == enjoying that repoſe which age requires, but which * 
it does not always find. b 


o- D 
—_ PETIT 


For the laſt five ſummers of Mr. Parsons's life, 3 
bl it was his cuſtom to make excurſions to different ® 


wi places, in which I conſtantly accompanied him.— ® 
l Our firſt trip was to Margate ; and never before 


E464 3 


[had I ſcented ſalt water, and experienced the ele- 
gant accommodation of a Margate hoy. 


I may not fay with the old ballad, © *Twas in 
the merry month of May,” for, alas, this May was a 
mournful one indeed. At eight in the morning we 
ſailed from Billingſgate ; but winds unfavourable to 
our courſe, at four in the afternoon, had wafted our 
bark no farther than Deptford, and the captain, to 
W add toour /atisfat#ion, informed us we muſt go aſhore, 
; and there wait till ſeven in the evening for a for- 
© warding gale. | 


3 Although of no avail, many murmurs aroſe 
A | among the paſſengers ; two boats full, including 
: | Parsons and myſelf, were in a few minutes landed 
W at the townjuſt mentioned ; when quitting the boats, 
© we proceededtoa public houſe, the owners of which 
W ſcemed more attentive to taking the money of their 


W Viſitors than to giving them value received *for the 
W ſame. 


& Mypoor friend, though but juſt recovered from a 
by ſerious attack of his diſorder, had been in remark- 
* able good ſpirits through the day : but, as the evening 
& came on, cold and lowering, he yielded to the ſoli- 
& citations of a gentleman who was going to Canter- 
& bury, and who very politely made him the offer of 
& balf a chaiſe. The time arriving for our going 
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on board, I took my leave of my companion, after 
fixing on a houſe at Margate, and promiſing t9 
meet each other the next day on the pier. 


Thenight proved worſe than the day—the rolling 
of the veſſel alarmed us all ; and, notwithſtanding 


the ſharpneſs of the air, the tempeſt was rendered 


the more alarming, being accompanied by thunder 
and lightning. . The few which remained on 


deck, now went below; there however I found it 


impoſſible to remain, for reaſons which all who have 
been in a like ſituation may eaſily conceive. 


Not experiencing the uſual effects of the ſalt wa- i 
ter, and willing to eſcape from thoſe who were now 
ſuffering ſeverely under it, I returned to the deck. 
As it was with difficulty I could preſerve my foot- 
ing, I liſtened to the advice of the captain, and fat 
down by the ſide of the gallery, to which I was 
bound with ropes, in order to prevent my falling 
overboard, ſhould I chance to nod upon the ſpot I 
had determined not to quit till called from it to land 
at the deſtined port. 


In this fituation I found ſufficient room for con- 
templation. A ſtranger before to any expanſe of 
water exceeding that at Chelſea-reach, I viewed the 
turbulent and rolling waſte I now moved on, with 
awe and admiration. At intervals the waves ſeem- 
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ed as/ifory fire, andrthis 2pptarance the captain Py 
was ſs Pin SE timess" San 

oy fv] iry the midi viewbd howkim wick 
rugged ſteeps of Margate ;' by nine landed, on 1ts: 
S picr; and with a-navural curiofity, rambled' over the 
W town till two, when I was joined by Mr. Pazsons: 


f 


After dinner we both proceeded to the ſands, 
and viſited the caverns formed in the cliffs by the 
force of the fea: many of theſe receſſes are Gus 
ingly wikt _— _ET_IIEh Dy 


In one a TO more ——_—_—— han any I had 
viſited in its formation and depth, I found, to my 
extreme dread and ſurpriſe, an animal extended at 
a length not leſs than nine or ten feer! I obſerved 
this tremendous object while at:ſome diftance from 
it; and inftantly turning back to Paxsons, who 
8 was buſy in pulling up ſea-weed, I adviſed him to 
& accompany me in retreating as ſoon as poſſible; 
= We will,” faid Parsons dryly, © if you pleaſe; 

and the YOm__ pres at the other end.” 


| Not feeling ourſelves diſpoſed to hazard the 

= waking of this amphibious unknown; we pro- 

& poled making the beſt of our way to the pier, 

and warn all. we met of their danger; * For truly,” 

ſaid Parsons, © I muſt be free to confeſs, I do nor 
d Ly 


: 
, 
d 
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altogether like the cut of his honour's maw; with its 


double range of /naggery.** - By the laſt word: my 


dear friend ſurely meant 7ee/h, and as ſurely my reader 
thinks ſo too. I therefore will-not' occupy a page 
or two, in imitation of my betters, with reflections. 
on what he might or might not mean ; but on with 
my ſtory. arw ] 73-1113 £599 


. We had not proceeded far before we met with 
two gentlemen whoſe curioſity and daring was ſo 
great, as to induce them to take a view in defiance 
of conſequences: © Well then,” ſaid Parsons, © 1 
fay nothing : but this I will ſay—you area pair of bold 
ones—that's all.” 


' They had not left us many minutes before we 
heard the echo of loud laughter proceeding from 
the den of danger and diſmay ; on which Parsons 
exclaimed, © Surely, the fellow muſt be awake, and 
dancing a hornpipe ; let's walk back again and ſee.” 
Approaching the cavern's entrance, the gentlemen 
who were then coming out, informed us that about 
three weeks ago a young ſhark had been thrownon the 
ſands and left there by the ſea in ſo weak a ſtate as 
to be taken with eaſe, and exhibited at an inn at 
Margate till he became offenſive, when he was 
thrown over the cliff near the ſpot where we found 
him, unaware, at that time, of his being in a fate 
of innocence. wo 1! 


[-- ] 


The next morning. proving a fine one, and, 
though in - May, a fine morning a. rarity ;' I roſe 
8 very early and wandered by the ſea-fide, leaving my. 
| fellow traveller to a longer repoſe than I had taken 
W myſelf, as ſtanding the more in need of it. I had 
W not walked above a quarter of a mile, before I met 
© with a man who' had been a paſſenger in the hoy, 
W and who during the night had repeatedly vilited the 
© deck from below, bending over it in a manner which 
© gave me uneaſy ſenſations, and which manner ren- 
dered me doubtful of the ſtate of his mind. He 
lookedand moved the picture of poverty and deſpair, 
but paſſing, he made me a bow with all the cour- 
W teſy of a gentleman. I looked long after him, but 
W having no filver about me, and from my circum- 
© ſtances, being conſcious of no right to offer a golden 
W mark of pity, I ſuffered him to purſue his penfive 
| ſtep unqueſtioned. At breakfaſt I mentioned the 
W circumſtance to Parsons, who regretted I had not 
& done it ſooner, and taking out his purſe from 
W whence he drew wo guineas, exclaimed with ſome 
8 degree of eagerneſs, © Let us go and find him!” 
: | The ſearch was vain, and Parsons, with a ſigh 
& which did honour to his heart, obſerved with a 
, | Countenance at once expreſſive of pleaſantry and of 


{1 pain. © Aye poor fellow, it is moſt likely thou art 
W gone after the FO 


How we got to London, whether by land or;by 
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water is immaterial ; anecdote is my aim ; and I 
am well aware that in giving the regular'courſe of 
our peregrination, I ſhould, with great juſtice, be- 
come liable to the cenfure of OY hve Pages 


to a needleſs nn. "FUN IT = 


To that changing yo anoivtled aby old Nw 
the Ifle of Wight, we bent-our courſe inthe ſpring i 
6f 1793- PaRrzoNs had been viſited by his'old ror» i 
menter Aſthma, and with an appearance fo formidasz 


ble that indeed ſmall were the hopes of ſhutting thei 
door againſt him. But contrary to the expeation'oF 


thoſe, who, (with Faces woe begone, andnodoubt with i 


bears, in the ſame' ſtate) had ſigned his davh ward 


rat, rey dear friend once more recovered, and in the 2 
middle of a far finer May than thatbefore mention-=i 
ed, we took our feats in the Southampton long' i 


coach. We had not been in this-eafy and pleaſant i 


machine ten minutes before Pax8ons made up one 
of his faces in reply to ſomething ſaid by a talkative 
counſellor, which was noticed by two out of fixteen 
who ſat, as the phraſe runs, without crowding, and 
led to a general diſcovery of 'the comedian ; who 
from that moment, till our artival at Southampton, 
kept us all in the higheſt ſtate of glee and merri-' 
ment. On parting he was obliged togive the promiſe 
to two or three of his fellow-travellers to invitations 
which, I am fully ſenſible, were made with the 
greateſt ſincerity. 
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- We took up our night's lodging at an: old-man... 
fion by the water fide. And which I ſoon found 
was the building mentioned by Grosst as Tus Wa- 
Tzr GaTE: andifall the views in that department 
W of the captain's extenſive range of pictured anti- 
S quitics, denominated thoſe of England and Wales, 
are equally accurate, the work may be well con- 
ſidered as truly valuable. The morning, for beauty 
and mildneſs, anſwered to the fineſt deſcriptions of 
a Twomsox, or even to thoſe ' of the divine MrL- 
Ton. We. took our breakfaſt, by choice, in the 
kitchen, which was paved with bricks, beſide one of 
which would have looked pale even the Red Lion 
= of Brentford's moſt glaring majeſty. Our company 
Wy conſiſted of a few of nature's true children; I felt 
= my mind impreſſed ; and I repeated inſtindtively ; 
an appropriate portion from that charming poem of 
GoLDs8MITH's, The Deſerted Village. 


The party in the mail boat, which was borne by 
favouring gales to the iſland before alluded to, con- 
faſted of a boaſting Iriſhman, and two young ladies 
his country-women. One of theſe fair ones ſeemed 
at no loſs to keep up the ball of converſation with 
the ſon of Hibernia, while the -other who was very 
beautiful, and equally intereſting, occaſionally 
ſmiled at his flights of fancy ; but, it was fully diſ- 
cernible, ſhe did not by any means enjoy them. 


4 1 


Aldo nobe we landed at Cowes: Parsons who 
had riſen before his: uſual hour, and who had 
been enabled from a good night's reſt, to be very 
_ diverting during our enchanting ſail, now became 
ſomewhat exhauſted: I perſuaded him to lye down, 
whileI rambled forth to viſit ſuch ſcenery as I never 
had before beheld, and of which I have 6 OY 
taken my inal farewel. 


On my return I found Parsons regaling upon 
prawns and ale, in company with a Mr. BAaLLan- 
TYNE of Saville Gardens, and another gentleman of 
his acquaintance. With this party it is needleſs to 
ſay 1 joined in a pleaſant repaſt, luncheon, or 
what you will. We fat down to an excellent fiſh 
dinner about four : that over, and a cheerful glaſs 
gone round, Mr. BaLLanTyneg, Mr. ParsoNs, and 
myſelf, ſtepped into the packet boat, then on its 
return to Southampton : when we had got about 
a quarter of a mile from the ſhore, a dead calm held 
us ſtationary. Nothing could exceed in beauty the 
ſplendour of the heavens, and the appearance of 
the ſeas unruffled boſom reflefting thoſe ſplendours. 
My pen would in vain effay to pourtray a ſcene at 
that time perfectly new to me, and which for a 
ſpace or two, held my ſenſes captive. 


When I roſe from my reverie, I found ParsoNs 
as deeply engaged as I had been ; and without a 


[ 4&2 


word to beſtow on his company. . BaLLanTYNE, 
and a better companion cannot be, perceiving: we 
were like to remain where we was for ſome time, 
ſoon meaſured his' length on the deck, but not to 
ſlumber : © The muſe,” ſaid he, © inſpires me, 
and I'll pencil down her diftates.” Parsons and 
myſelf brought from below a bottle of ale, and ſome 
genuine ſea biſcuit on which we amuſed ourſelves, 
and laughed at our poet. I fay our poet, as he ſoon 
| produced-a range of Hudibraftics not unpleaſantly 
deſcriptive of the few happy hours we had ſpent to- 
gether, This. effuſion of ready genius I have by 
me, and would lay it before my readers, could I 
aſſure myſelf it would be pleaſing to the author. 


Nr LORA Bs tn) Mt gt HAR? | 
_—_ pong $A, & \ 4 V 
» $1). Ti + PA wich 3 - "a : P . i L 
— "Hs po Lat LE p&p SISA 4 3.4 -w# £ on a 
by * C k , 4 mb 4, - * % ... 
wy FC ob In 4-3 IG wet __ Ps 1h SR SY > . 4 - Ss 
- 4 o % hs, o- * o , .. 


: - - LAY 
bs 4 © EE Ew. » 
| ty 2h, LS Fa ISS 
a . y F nog? E649 ©» aha 
EY. Sorin CT ene 25 Fong 


| On the approach of night we returned to Cowes, 
| and the following day proceeded in a chaiſe to Cariſ- 
brook caſtle, / laughing all the way at Parsons's 
jokes, who was in excellent ſpirits. Viſiting the 
veſtages of antiquity was one of his hobbies, and we 
found his remarks at once judicious and entertain- 
ing. When we came to examine the well, Par- 
SONS was aſked by the man, ſomewhat ſtricken in 
years, who ſhewed it, if he knew WooLLETT's 
© picture of General WoLrz ?—being replied to in 
+. the affirmative, the veteran ſaid, © I ſtood for 
8 1my wr. character—the ſaldier who is ſupporting 
the general.” ParsoNns made no reply, but putting 
2 ſhilling into. the man's hand, for which he was 
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very thankful, walked away to fome other / patt of 
the ruin, without ſpeaking a word till he had got at 
ſome diſtance, when he exclaimed :/ © I have' beer 
more fatisfied in contemplating the'face of my old! 
four-footed friend,”** meaning theoaricient jackaſs 
| who walks in the wheel of the well and well known 
by every viſitor, '© than in attending 'to_ the hum< 
bug of that lying old thief.”* 'F'could not hetp ob- 
ferving that I was rather inclined'to credit the old 
- thief's aſſertion, from the improbability of ſuch 

a character even thinking of /uch men as Wzsr 
_ and WootLeTT, much more ——_— uſe of hh 
in a fabrication. 


I thought Paxsons to blame in ſuſpecting the 
tale of this poor man, who it was evident took 
a pride in telling it to all comers; and the more to 
blame, as he told-it with modeſty, and, in himſelf, 
bore the marks of a veteran who had: ſeen ſer- 
vice, and might, on that account, be placed in the 
ſituation in which we found him. Burt the beſt of 
us err at times; and where is the man without. his 
failing ? 


We now took a view of the window from whence 
| the ill-fated CuarLEs attempted an eſcape, as well 
as of other parts of this extenſive ruin. Ar length 
we arrived at a high flight of ſteps, which BaLLan- 
TYNE and myſelf wiſhed to aſcend, as they led to 2 
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ſituation © Dis a very fine ITY We 
perſuaded Par8ONs to remain below, but in vain ; 
he would aſcend with us: when we had gained, al- 
moſt, theirextreme height, our companion was ſeized 
with a violent fit of coughing, and, to add to our 
diſtreſs, the few ſteps we had yet to paſs were un 
parts looſe, and in others broken away, fo that our 
footing, without this alarming let to our progreſs, 
was not only unpleaſant but rather dangerous.— 
Fortunately the fit was of ſhort duration, and when 
1t was over we inſtantly deſcended, and proceeded 
toour chaiſe: ParsoNs remaining much indiſpoſed 
the whole evening, and- ſtriving in vain to be, as he . 
well knew how, —entertaining. Having paſſed ano- 
ther night at Cowes, we left the ifland, and again 
landed within two miles of Netley Abbey, in order 


to take a view of that pictureſque. and venerable 
ruin, 


OY 


Proceeding to a farm houſe, we bargained with 
Its owner for a ride to the abbey in his tilted carr, 
and a delightful ride it proved. On examining the 
remains of this once noble and extenſive ſtructure, 
the fire-place in the kitchen attracted ' ParsoNs's 
particular attention : ſtanding on its broad hearth, 
he formed ſome laughable ideas of the ſcenes of 
gluttony in which the monks have been ſaid to in- 
dulge themſelves. This recollection of good living 
createdanappetite, and, by joint conſent, we trundled 

e 
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into the garden of a decent looking cottage, the 
miſtreſs of which laid a\ clean cloth, and ſoon pro. 
duced ſome excellent bacon and eggs, on which we 
made a hearty meal. Nor was this all, the ruſtic 
dame, on inquiry, was found to be in the poſſeſſion 
of ſome good old red port, ſo chriſtened by BaALLAN- 
TYNE, by 'whoſe advice and aſſiſtance we made fhift 
to-get down two bottles without being either —_ or 
ſorry. 


Paying our reckoning, and mounting our cart, 
which was as much ſurveyed as if it had been the 
lord mayor's ſtate coach, by four of the matron's ſun 
burnt offspring, we proceeded to the ferry and paſſed 
over to Southampton. Here my friend looked 
Into the ftate of his finances, and found them wax- 
ing rather. low. After regretting that he: had not 
taken better.care at ſetting out, he concluded in 
applying to the © facetious Caledonian:** No ſooner 
ſaid than done, and by Mr. BarLanTyNe's affiſt- 
ance, who was then to leave us, and who very gen- 
teelly refuſed for ſome time to take a draft on Mr. 
Parsons's banker, we were enabled to prolong our 
journey. - ; 


| It was now between fix and ſevenin the evening: 
therefore taking leave of Mr. BaLLantyNe, whoſe 
agreeable ſociety had added greatly to our ſatisfac- 
tion, we were conveyed in a.chaiſe to Saliſbury, and 


ET 


the next morning, after viſiting the cathedral, pro- 
ceeded to Stone-henge. On our way to this myſte-. 
rious pile, my friend took occaſion to cenſure certain 
writers who. certainly have given accounts of the 
ſituation of Stone-henge with a J/yrng ſpirit. © One 
of theſe gentry,” ſaid he, © tells of giving fixpence 
to a wandering wretch ; who; ſhaking his head, ex- | 
claimed, * alas!. your bounty is of no uſe here, for " 2 
I muſt expire on this waſte before I can procure 
food in exchange for it.” © Now,” continued my 
companion, © I would aſk this gentleman, what 
buſineſs his obje& had in ſuch a place as he de- 
ſcribes? But the truth is, and we have witneſſed 
it, that our chaiſe is now at Stone-henge and it 1s 
not ten minutes ſince we have paſſed, in all their 


pride and comfort ; wood, water, Vegetation, and 
abode.” 


{ TI now come upon the melancholy cloſe of 
a life, marked by few intereſting varieties; but *® - | 
ſupported and rendered #ere/ting by ſtrong charac- '1 
| ter and moral rectitude. In due time the virtues, 
manners, and foibles of a Parsons, will be diſ- 
played more 'fully : at preſent I am engaged on 


his 7ablet, by-and-by I mean to raiſe his Moxnu- 
MENT. 


I wave, therefore, till then, the mention of 
many occurrences which happened during our 


LF - 
ſeveral excurſions to Dover and other places, and 
which of themſelves would form a volume. And, 


® OY IS: - . 
' as I never was in the habit' of accompanying Mr. 
- Par$8ONs to the green-room, TI muſt of courſe leave 


ſuch mention to the accurate writer of its ANtc- 
DOTES, if ſuch mention prove agreeable to that gen- 
tleman's creative fancy. 


As Mr. Paxsons loved his profeſſion, and acted 


from Nature, his ideas were ever taken from objects 


which moved in her circles, and not from thoſe of 
Fancy. His characters laying in the lower walks 
of comedy, it was his practice to mix occafionally 
with company at certain public houſes, which might 
not ſtrictly rank amongſt thoſe of the firſt rate ; on 
this account, and on this only, he has been charged 
by the 11l-judging and illiberal, with preferring the 
haunts of the middling and vulgar herd, to thoſe of 
a ſuperior deſcription :—but no ftronger proof to 
the contrary could be given, than his native man- 


ners, which were allowed to - be markingly worthy 
of a refined wit and a finiſhed gentleman. 


At one of theſe houſes before alluded to, a laugh- 
able circumſtance took place which exemplifies his 
paſſion for imitative landſcape ; and his ſtrong pre- 
ference to that great maſter of the ſublime and beau- 
tiful, the impreſſive W 11.80N. | 
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The artiſt Dz Wi1Lps and myſelf were engaged 
to dine with him on a fiſh dinner at the Black Jack, 
Clare-Market ; the hour three o'clock : ſome cauſe, 
needleſs to mention, kept mea few minutes beyond 
my time, and Parxsons ſomewhat impatient, re- 
queſted DE WIiLDE to look after me one way while 
he went the other. In Stanhope Street, while exa- 
mining a wretched daubing, the glaring colours of 
which had attracted my fight, Dz WiLpz found me ; 
and with ſome juſtice accuſed me with want of 
punttuality, adding © Why the fiſh is on the table! 
' ParxsoNns ſwears you ſha'nt have a mouthful; and he 
only wants you to be mortified in ſeeing us devour 
the cod's head, without admitting you to a taſte.” 
To this intelligence I replied that I would engage 
to procure to myſelf the firſt ſcoop if I pleaſed. — 
Converſing on how that would be poſſible, we pro- 
ceeded to the dinner table, wherefat Pazxsons ſuffi- 
clently out of temper, and repeated the threat made 
to De WiLpe.. I now came forward with my excuſe, 
which was, that at the broker's ſhop in Stanhope . 
Street I ſaw a ſmall W1LsoN juſt purchaſed by a 
gentleman, who told me in a whiſper it was worth * 
twenty guineas, but on which the ſtupid owner had 
chalked no more than: fifteen ſhillings. Parsons 
haſtily queſtioned, ** Is he gone?” and being an- 
ſwered in the negative, he drew back his ſpoon, juſt 
ready to divide a portion for his own plate: laid it - 
| down; put on his hat; and taking De Witopz by 


— 


4 . Rs et I -——m—_—_ Wa = C 


St i 


the arm, was on the pointof proceeding to the bro- 
kers, when I undececived him ; and begged a pardon 
which was not very readily granted. —However, af. 
tera time, loving a joke at his heart, he told me 
never to paſs mine at dinner time again, and the 
matter ended on all fides in perfect good humour. 


_ »Mr: Ds WiLpt is well known as an artiſt, for 
his ſpirited likenefles of moſt of the principal per- 
formers of the London theatres, as well as for his 
ſcene in The Children in the Wood, in which are 
given a ſpeaking portrait of young BANNIsTER, and 
another of equal merit, of thatlittle brunette, Bran. 
Thearchneſs of whoſe manner has rendered her ever 
welcome to audiences lately very indulgent, in ſpite 
of a diminutive form, and a countenance in which 
beauty owns not a ſingle feature.—But of all the 
ſubjects produced by the pencil of this gentleman, 
his ſcene 1n the Village Lawyer, including likeneſles 
of ParsoNs and young BANNISTER, is Conſidered as 
his maſter-plece. | 


On a very fine day in his /a/? September, we took 
our /aft rural ramble. Leaving the park at Buck- 


ingham-gate and purſuing our way along the King's 


Road, Mr. Pars8ons was much ſtruck with the 
fine appearance of Sloane-Street, viewed from the 
Square, ſaying : © I don't know but I and DoLL 
may. come and live here, I am only lofing my health 
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| and: teaſing myſelf with the theatre ; and, as you 
ſay, another winter in that d——d rambling place 
may knogk me up.” Leaving Sloane Square, we 
| proceeded along the road to the back of Chelſea- 
College, ſtopping at every turn, to view the plea- 
ſant manſions, and grounds around them. We 
came at length to a cotrage and garden remarkably 
rural, which once belonged to a Mr. PortTrr, a 
phyſician, whoſe town houſe was in Taviſtock-Street, 
Bedford-Square. The ſpot charmed him, and he 
exclaimed, © Sloane-Street! No, no; this ſhall be 
the place if I can get it by-and-by.”* We. took 
our dinner at a houſe in Chelſea, after which a coach 
conveyed us to Kenſington-Gardens, which he was 
delighted with, and faid, © I have been in Paris, 
and other places; and T have traverſed gardens much 
praiſed. by travellers; but believe me, B. here 1s 
more taſte and beauty diſplayed in this enchanting 
boundary than in all of them put together. Indeed 
I muſt freely own-to you, that in all our movements 
from place to place, we have not met with more 
variety and ſweeter ſcenery, than that we have be- 
held during our little ramble.” Ah! little was I 
aware that he was then taking his final farewel (in 
reſpe&t to the ſcenic part of her impreſſive works) 
of the goddeſs of his foul, NaTurs! 


It may not be improper in this place to obſerve, 
fhat the lady mentioned in the late converſation was 


I oy _ 
"IE, oy I” as. Ma GE 
LY . 


Fer > W_ RA 
» 


=» 


Mr. ParsoNs's /econd wife, to whom he was married 
at Lee Church, where his remains are depoſited; 
and that no children bleſſed the firſt connybial bed. 
By the lady he left behind him, he had two. ſons, 


.the elder of whom died, to the beſt of my recollec- 


tion about two years ſince. 


When O1d Drury was levelled to the ground, Mr. 


' ParsoNs but too frequently obſerved that he ſhould 


not long ſurvive the demolition of a fabric, in which 
he had paſſed ſome of his happieſt hours. On the 
completion of the new, he exprefſed a wiſh that his 
health might permit him to play in it. This wiſh 
he was enabled to accompliſh, and' on the new ſtage 
performed ſeveral of his characters; but, I am ſorry 
to add, to the material injury of a conſtitution, 11l- 
fortified againſt chilling winds and damp walls. 


\ During the laſt inclement winter I have frequently 


lent him my arm from his apartment to the theatre, 
to which he has gone in a very low ſtate indeed, © 
go, BeLLawmy,” he would fay, © to add a little 
inore to the purſe I have been long preparing for 
my wife and my boy, that when I am gone they 
way find themſelves PENNE of the world. 


When he heard of BappELey's death, he ſaid, 
* Poor BADDELEY, he has been long going, but 
I thought he would have laſted a little longer, how- 
ever. Well, well, it will be tbe ſame way, and {br 
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| ſame thing, with poor Par8oNs. one of theſe days.— 
It's this winter has done his, and depend on't, .1t 
will do my buſineſs too.” At,the time the funeral 
proceſſion paſſed the window, he ſtood at it in a | 
penſive mood, ſaying little, but appearing abſorbed 
in thought—the tear ſtood in his eye—I ſpoke to 
him—*© Let me alone; let me alone;”” he replied 
haſtily, his eye following the ſable train till out of 
ſight. After a pauſe, and a figh, he faid, © I'm 
thinking I might as well have gone with him too ; 
he'd have followed me.” The truth is, it was with 
difficulty that I prevented him from attending thein- 
terment, which took place inthe forenoon of a ſevere 
day, and in the ſevereſt winter's depth in the me- 
mory of the oldeſt man living. Had his wiſh been 


complied with, the conſequences would moſt likely 
haved proved ſudden, and fatal. | 


On the firſt day of the year, 1795, I quitted- a 
private apartment for a public ſhop, and pitched 
my trading tent in Maiden Lane, Covent Garden. 
For a conſiderable ſpace of time, previous to this 
removal, I had been in the habit of ſeeing Mr. 
ParsoNs every day, and frequently dining with him 
at his own apartment, orelſewhere, as occaſion ſuited. 
The firſt dinner, on my new premiſes, he had 
determined ſhould be his treat, as he ſaid, * for luck 
ſake,” I was accordingly favoured with his com- _ 


pany, and he remained with me in good ſpirits till 
f 


6: 


the evening, when he returned to his apartment, re- 
gretting much, at parting, that I ſhould now be 
prevented by my buſineſs from ſeeing him ſo often 
as I had done; eſpecially, as during the ſevere wea- 
ther he ſhould be prevented coming to me, fince he 
found my apartment much colder than his own. It 
was now that he repeated his wiſh that I would fay 
| ſomething of him after his death, which he did not 
think far diſtant, adding, © I have cheated the 
doctor's for many years, but they'll cheat me now: 
I find at this moment an unuſual pain, which I can- 
not deſcribe to you, —ſo God bleſs you, and good 
night.” Onthe Drury Lane bills for the next day, 
his name ſtood for Old Doyley, in Who's the Dupe, 
but he was unable to appear in it, and the entertain- 
ment was changed to the Engliſhman in Paris. 


The parts which Mr. Parsons played after this 
evening, were, Foreſight, in Love for Love, on the 
8th of January, 1795 ; on the 12th, Lope Tocho, 
in the Mountaineers ; on the 13th, Elbow, in Mea- 
ſure for Meaſure; on the 15th, Money-Trap, in 
the Confederacy ;—and, on the 19th, before an audi- | 
ence, who ſaw for the laſt time, (beyond all com- 
pariſon) the firſt comedian of his day, he appeared 
in his favourite character, Sir Fretful Plagiary ; but 
ilIneſs deſtroyed his powers :—vain the attempt to 
rally them;—they were gone forever! 
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It was truly affecting, to behold the deep concern 

which fat pictured on the countenances of the au- 
dience, when their old favourite felt himſelf 
obliged to recline on a chair on the ſtage, amidſt 
applauſe, mingled with pity and regret, on the part 
of that audience, andexpreſhve ſignals of total decay, 
on that of the performer. When he came off, he 
ſaid to Mrs. Paxsons, © Dorr, I come here no 
more.” On his entering his lodging he ſat down, 
and obſerved that young BaxnisTERr had been ob- 
ſerving him from the fide wing; © Well, well, * me 
continued, © he'll play it next time.” 


On this melancholy warning of ſpeedy diſſolution, 
he left his lodgings in A Street, and went to 
| Mead's Row. 


A few days previous to that of his death, to the 
ſurpriſe of his attendants, he ſuddenly determined to 
riſe, dreſs, and go to a picture-ſale at Green- 
wood's; and in which determination he' would not 
be oppoſed. When he was drefled and ready to be 
aſſiſted to the coach, Mrs. Parsons obſerved that 
ſhe had not ſeen him look ſo well for ſome time, 
and was entertaining, as that lady was pleaſed to 
tell me, ſome hopes of his recovery—when, on put- 
ting on his upper coat, ſhe was alarmed on letting 
his arm go, to ſee it fall to his ſide; as if ſtruck with 
death. 


ordered home a large quantity of proviſion, though 


not be contradicted. Again ſeated in the carriage, 


' Wiſh for tea, and was particularly attentive to its 


© 38-3 


This was not known to himſelf, and when in the 
coach he ſaid, © DoLr, I ſhall return ſoon, and tell 
you all the news.” On his way he gave ſigns to the 
ſervant wao attended him, ofa ſlight derangement 
in his mind, for he would ſtop at the butcher's, and 


his family conſiſted of no more than three people; 
on being reminded of which, he expreſſed himſelf 
in terms of much diſpleaſure, and replied he would 


he again became cheerful, and proceeded to Green- 
woods, where he ſaw many of his acquaintance, 
who complimented him upon his looks and rapid 
recovery. About four he returned home, and de- 
fired ſomething reliſhing to be prepared ; and after 
taking a.more plentiful meal than uſual, he remain- 
ed in apparent caſe till fix, when he expreſſed a 


preparation: with his tea he likewiſe eat; con- 
gratulated himſelf in the change he felt for the bet- 
ter; and was laying out a plan for a ſpring-jaunt; 
when, on a ſudden, he exclaimed, © Ah Dor, it's 
all over! get me to bed, for 'm dying!” 


Being conveyed to his chamber of death, he 
calmly ſaid to Mrs. ParsoNs, (from whoſe  rela- 
tion I pen theſe particulars of his laſt hours)— 
** No crying DoLrL, I feel as if an inward fire was 
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conſuming me—kneel down and pray that my ſuf- 
ferings may ſoon be over.—It's my fear they will 
not. —I am perfe&ly ſenſible, I am equally refigned. 
I have reviewed my life, and recollect nothing to 
imbitter my laſt hours. —Mark me, I own a God, 
I go no further—and that God is merciful !”? 


His pains now increaſed, and his contortions 
were afflicting to behold : at length they ſubſided 
for a time, and he ſaid to Mrs. Parzons, who was 
diſſolved in tears by his fide, © If you have the 
leaſt regard for me, and wiſh me not to ſuffer, let 
me behold you calm. But do not leave me, .pray 
do not leave me: it is bodily, not mental pain I 
ſuffer under : I thank my God for all his mercies, 
who has ſuffered me to live many years longer than 
I had any right to expect ; by which I have been 
enabled to leave you and STEWART (meaning his ſon) 
an independance.”. His pains now came on with 
great violence, and when they left him he ſunk 
into a doſe. Awaking from it, *he talked much of 
having been in heaver- among the angels ; of hav- 
ing ſeen his ſon, his glorious BiLL, among them ; 
and that they inſiſted on having him return inſtantly. 
In the midſt of theſe wanderings, a ſervant brought 
_ a picture, which had been ſent for Mr. ParsoNs to 
paſs judgment on, into the room, to which he had 
been imprudently admitted. Mrs. Parsons very 
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naturally remonſtrated on the impropriety of bring. 
ing ſuch a ſubject at ſuch a moment ; but the doctor, 


who was preſent, adviſed that the picture ſhould 


be held up to him. On ſeeing it, he leaned for- 
ward, graſped it in both hands, ſurveyed it with 
eagerneſs, and then, putting it aſide, faid, ** Take 


it away—take it away—it's not worth one farthing.” 


This circumſtance, trifling as it may ſeem, is an 
added. proof that the ruling paſſion ends but with 
exiſtence. 


Soon after this the dying man ceaſed to articu- 
late, fo as to be underſtood, but his eyes remained 
fixed on Mrs, Parsons, and followed her as ſhe 
moved about the room. The nurſe, as well as her- 


felf, for the laſt hour, fat by him, with ſomething | 


to apply to his. lips, to keep them moiſt ; but this 
office he only allowed to Mrs. Parsons. At length 
his laſt agonies came on, which terminated—in 


Þ 


- 


Mr. Parsoxs breathed his laſt on the third morn- 
ing of the month of February, 1795. 


As it is my intention to bring forward many in- 
tereſting materials which, for prudent reaſons, I at 
preſent think proper to keep by me; and which 


will throw a farther light upon the character of my 
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lamented friend, I ſhall ogly add, that Mrs. Par- 
$0Ns requeſted me to write letters to as many the- 


atrical gentlemen as would fill 7wo coaches, the 


better part of whom in a manner that proved 
their regret and reſpect for the decea/ed at leaſt, ex- 
cuſed themſelves; and out ofeight which accompanied 
the corpſe to its place of interment, three only 
were of the theatre. Theſe gentlemen were Mr. 
Colman, Mr. James AICKen, and Mr. CAULFIELD. 


On the fifteenth of February, about noon, the 
body was conveyed in a hearſe and four, followed 
by two coaches, to Lee church, in Kent, the place 
of interment. During the burial ſervice, I obſerved 
many who appeared deeply affected, and who walked 
after the mourners to the grave. 


Finding myſelf incapable of expreſſing all I could 
wiſh to include in the narrow compaſs of an epr/aph, 
I applied to my friend, Mr. D1sDin, who favoured 


W me with the following lines, to be engraved on the 


ſtone raiſed to the memory of the departed, who 
8 for many years was in habits of intimacy with the 
W c<lebrated proprietor of Sans Souct. 


* Here Paxsows lies. —Oft on Life's buſy ſtage, 
* With Nature, reader, haſt thou ſeen him vie: 

* He friendſhip knew; knew ſcience; knew rhe age: 
a; Reſpected knew to live—lamented die.” 
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were written at my requeſt, and which are ſubjoined 
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The following impromptu was likewiſe written 
by Mr. D1spin. 


* When Parsons departed, Whim's favourite child, 
© Twixt the two ſcenic muſes what hopes and 
what fears |! 
*« As he heav'd his laſt ſigh, ſad Melpomene ſmil'd, 
* And ſportive Thalia began to ſhed tears.” 


'T ſhould in this place ſay ſomething of the dra- 
matic character of Mr. Parsowns, had not my friend 
Mr. LiTtcnritLD rendered ſuch mention unnecel- 
fary, by his maſterly and elegant remarks, which 


to theſe memoirs. 


There was a report propagated ſoon after Mr. 
ParsoNns's death, as falſeas it was illiberal !—a report 
which ſaid, Mrs. ParsoNs had taken to herſelf an 
buſband to conſole her for one ſhe had loſt. To thoſe 
who mentioned this report to me, I always replied, 
© That I believed I knew the gentleman to whom 
ſome lying paragraphs alluded, and that if the widow 
waited the u/ual time which decency has fixed for 
thoſe in her ſituation, I had no doubt, could my 
loſt friend riſe from his grave to do it, he would niM- 
SELF grve her away:”—but the lady having thought 
proper to walt only half that ttme, TI have no more t0 
ſay, but to wiſh her every poſſible happineſs. 
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It was likewiſe ſaid, that Mr. ParxsoNns had not 


taken care of his /or: the will, ſubjoined, muſt reſcue | 
his memory from ſuch an ill-grounded aſperſion. 


er —<C<—< > — >= = as 


WILL of WiLL1am Parsons, late of the pariſh of 


St. Mary, Lambeth, in Surry, deceaſed : proved 
the 5th of February, 1795, by DoroTHEA PaR- 
SONS, widow ; the relidt and ſole executrix, who 
[wore the perſonal eſtateto be under two thouſand 
pounds. 


* He gives his leaſehold eſtate called Stangate, 


W © near Weſtminſter Bridge, held by leaſe from the 


* ſeeof Canterbury, together with a ſmall freehold 
* houſe and land, at Berſtead, near Maidſtone, to 
* his ſon STewarT ParsoNs, his heirs and aſſigns 
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for ever :—but if he dies before 21 then to his 
wife DoRoTHEa :—directs his wife to receive the 
rents until his ſon attains 21, to enable her to 
maintain him.—Gives to his wife his leaſehold 
elfate in Mead Place, and Mead Row, near the 
aſylum, for her life, and after her deceaſe to his 
ſon :—but if he dies in her lifetime without heirs 
then to her abſolutely. —Gives his wife fifty-nine 
pounds per annum, ſtanding in his name in the 
bank, and alſo two ſmall leaſehold houſes in 


S 
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London Road, what money ſhall be in the hands. 
*« of Meſirs. HopsoLL and MITCHELL his bankers, 
* and in general all the reſt and reſidue of his eſtate 
*« and pofleſſions.” | 


| Will dated the 19th of December, 1792. 


cr. 


A 


To Mr. D1spin, and to Mr. LrrcneitiD, whoſe 
-communications are here ſubjoined, I beg leave to 
return my fincere thanks. 
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DRAMATIC CHARACTER | 


OF 


Mr. PARSONS. 


| BY 
JOHN LITCHFIELD, ESQ, 


THE wmatrcntity of human nature will ſeldoN 
permit an action to ſpeak for 7/e/f:—It is ſure to 
attach ſome motive to the agent, which, let it have 
originated as it might, is, by falſe conſtruction and 
imaginary argument, diſtorted into every ſhape but 


. that which it would, perhaps, naturally aſſume. No 


character is more liable to this ſort of conjectural 
blame than Taz crrTIc ;—however candid or diſpaſ- 
fionate he may be, or with whatever views he may 
fit down to deliver his ſentiments on things, perſons 
or manners, his praiſe is dire&tly interpreted into 


VENAL ADULATION, and his cenſure Into MALEVOLENT 
ABUSE, 


PosTyuwous criticiſm is, perhaps, the moſt pro- 
fitable. The writer, at leaſt, has an advantage over 
all illiberal prejudice and unworthy imputation: his 
object may be fairly allowed to be the eſtabliſhment 
of TzuTH, and the real eſtimation of cyaractr. 
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I know not if the Latin maxim Ds MorTUIs NIL 
NISI BONUM, 1$ on many occaſions to be followed: 
poſterity. can receive as little good from invariable 
praiſe, as it would from inceſſant reproach. As ex- 
ample is ſuperior to precept, ſo much the more 
ſhould we ſtudy to keep it as exact as poſſible, that 
what of it is good may be readily followed, and what 
is bad induſtriouſly ſhunned. LN, 


The writer of this article entertains little ded 
but that the Actors of a future age, will look back 


with very anxious curioſity, for the dramatic cha- 


racters of ſuch as have excelled in the preſent: and, 


among the objects of their inquiry, ParR8oNs will, 


1ndiſputably, not be the /aff. With this conviction, 
he ſhall ſtrictly adhere to TruTH; unbiafſed by pre- 
judice, and uncorrupted by party, he will deliver his 
opinion exactly as he forms it; neither exaggerating 
merits, nor palliating defects; weighing both in 
the balance of equitable judgment, and leaving the 


ſcale to preponderate as it may. 


In matters of taſte, opinions will obviouſly claſh; 

it is not to be expected that one ſhould decide for 
all; men of ſenſe will intuitively judge for /ben- 
/elves; it is neceſſary, however, ſometimes, that the 
public mind ſhould be directed to a certain point. 
It is not every one that knows, till he is zo/d, what 
is, or What is not MORALLY right or wrong:—0! 
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what is CRITICALLY juſt or eſtimable, there are 


comparatively but few who have the means of de- 
termining. 


It is aſtoniſhing how few of our beſt actors have 
got their fame in the line with which they firſt /af 
out; one would almoſt imagine, that Nature de- 
lighted to ſport with her children, by concealing the 
deſignation ſhe had fixed for their talents: or rather, 
that Fortune took a pleaſure in mNleading blind mor- 
tals, in the ouz/et of Lies, that her never-ending ca- 
price might be gratified in reſtoring them to the right 
track, ParsONs originally turned his thoughts to 
tragedy, and filled a reſpectable caſt of characters, 
in that line, for ſome time after his debit: a mere 
accident led him to aſſume a comzc part, one evening, 
when his ſucceſs was ſo much beyond his hopes, that he 
threw away the dagger and the bowl, and graſped 
the emblems of the comic muſe ſo firmly, that they 


clung to him with unſhaken conſtancy to the laſt 
moment of his life. 


In what are called the oLD MN of comedy, Par- 


SONS fixed his claim to excellence. There are ſome _ 


buffo characters, however,. in which he made an un- 
rivalled ſtand. His chef d'#uvre was FortsIGHT 
in. Love for Love; after this muſt be placed Cor- 
BACCHIO in the Fox, and Sir FRETFUL PLAGIARY 


in Sheridan's delightful ſatire. 
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In ſpeaking of the merits of Parsons, the critic 
x unfortunately has no means of comparing them with 
thoſe of another, that he may tell in what they ex. 
celled, and where they were ſurpaſſed; ſince there is 
no living actor who can poſſibly be /ugged into any 
competition with him. He was an undoubted 
Ok1GINAL, both in conception and manner; and if 
any performer could be ſaid to found a /chool of af 
ing, PaRsONs would be the firſt to Jay claim to ſuch 
an honour; with a fund of genuine Eng/;/b Hu- 
 MOUR, he combined the [talian GesTICULATION, 
and the French LocomoTion. His whim was in- 
ceſſant, elicited in a thouſand different ways, and 
productive of mirth through a thouſand different 
channels. Such was the eccentricity of his humour, 
that the laugh he once provoked, he could prolong | 
by a variety of ſtratagems, apparently unforced, till 
_ the audience were abſolutely convul/ed, and the actors 
in the ſame ſcene with him incapable of conduct- 
ing its progreſs. The difficult a/p:rations, which no 
doubt were the conſequence of the diſeaſe that 
brought him to the grave, he ſoon learned to adapt 
to his profeſſional capacity, and thus, what an irri- 
table mind would have made the plea of peeviſhnels 
and complaint, Parsons, with as much good hu- 
mour as ingenuity, converted to a ſource of innocent 
hilarity. 


E884 

Some people, more ill-natured than conſiderate, 
have been willing to fink all the genuzne qualities of 
comic humour which Parg8ons fo richly poſſeſſed, 
in the indiſcriminate cenſure of byffoonery and gri- 
mace ; while others, indulging in a contrary ex- 
treme, have decreed hat to be his only merit which 
was ſo triumphantly conſidered as the damnation 
of his fame. The ſuperciliouſnefs of ignorance is 
of all vanities the moſt contemptible. Things va- 
luable and neceſſary in themſelves, are frequently, 
by the abuſes of ſtupidity and affectartion, degraded 
into terms of ridicule and reproach. The Cant 
of CRITICISM has been the bane of all rational ana- 
lyſis; while, from the pride of oe man, and theim- 
pudence of another, opinions are daily gaining 
ground, which if they could be traced to their ori- 
gin, would be found ſheltering themſelves behind 
the broad bulk of a city tobacconiſt ; or ſwelling 
the important creſt of a weſt-end vender of tape.— 
If Parg8ons was a mere buffoon, there NEVER WAS AN 
ACTOR ON THE STAGE : if grimace was his only 
merit, Humour and Fancy are expletives in the 
catalogue of dramatic requiſites. People have been 
in the habit of ſeeing Parsoxs in the loweſt ſcum 
of Farce, where extravagance is not only allowed, 
but even Jooked for and admired; and have immedi- 
ately exclaimed againſt the licentiouſneſs of his ac- 
tion, and the unwarrantable diſtortion of his coun- 
tenance : forgetting that farce was never 7/n/ended to 
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be an accurate repreſentation of MANNERs in /;/e, 
or that an actor in it was to preſerve all the ſo. 
briety and reſtraint neceſſary. to the chaſter exhibi- 
tions of comic character. It is not to be denied 
that ParsoNns could © outſtep the modeſty of na- 
<« ture,” as well as the beſt pantomime of this or 


any former day, but it is equally clear that he could 


confine himſelf alſo within her rigid pale, and con- 
form to the ſtricteſt demands of her immaculate go- 
vernment. The beauty and perfection of Parsons, 
as a comedian, were the variety and pl:ablene/s of his 
talents. It was to the manager's profit who en- 
gaged him, that one night he could give all the /e- 
date peculiarities and giuze? humours of Fore/ight and 
Vellum ; and another, the outrageous buſtle and fire 


_ of Lovegold and Don Louis ; that, as circumſtances re- 


quired, he could perſonate the vigilant guardian— 
the drunken dome/ſtic—the broken-down debauchee 
—the irritable author —the wonder-tranced di 10- 
zary gull—the enraged father—the obſtinate maſter 
—and the ſuperannuated dotard; and to all theſe 
he could give juſt what guanium of purity or bur- 
leſque, ſimplicity or extravagance, character or ca- 
ricature, his own inclination might prompt, or the 
nature of the imperſonation require. Sometimes, 
indeed, the warmth of his imagination carried him 
a little too far, but the audience were oftener more 
in fault than himſelf, whoſe continuity of laughter 


and applauſe ſeduced him into a redundant geſticu- 
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tion which was always ſure, however, to inſpire 
them with the utmoſt good humour. If I ever felt 
myſelf inclined to quarrel with Parsons on the 
ſtage, it was when, with unmerciful and inexcuſa- 
ble pertinacity, he indulged himſelf in repetitions 
of a farourite OaTu, 


In addition to the fame which Parsons ſo juſtly 
acquired in the characters above enumerated, conſi- 


derable credit ſhould be given him for ſeveral - 
perſonations of a different kind, which he ſuſtained 


ſo ſucceſsfully at Mr. CoLMan's theatre, in the after 
part of his dramatic career. The exquiſite humour 


W and character he gave to SHEePrAcE in the Village 


Lawyer, will be remembered when the merits of 
the farce itſelf can have no claim to any furtherme- 
morial. It is ſeldom, indeed, that ove actor gets 
much credit in a part written originally for another, 
and recommended to the town by previous exertion. 
Here, however, Parsons outſtript all his compe- 
tors, and robbed Epwin, for once, of the honours 


which in every other inſtance, are ſecurely Hs 
OWN, 


The peculiar merit of Pazsons, has not yet been 
touched upon, and that is the'art of 7mmer/ing him- 
ſelf, as it were, in the character he meant to deli- 
enate. An actor thinks himſelf tolerably proficient 
if he can get through his part without the aſſiſtance 
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of the prompter, and lend a few common-place ar. 
tifices to aid the deceptio viſiis; but Parsons had 
too vigorous a mind to be contented with this cold 
aſſumption of character: he taught his whole Sys. 
TEM to act as well as his faceand arms; he wrapped 
himſelf up in a part, and deluded himſelf by a ſin- 
gular proceſs, into the notion that he was zz reality, 


' the man he only feigned to repreſent. This it was 


which graced that SouL and ANIMATION to his per- 


formances, that intereſted the audience in ſopowerful 


a degree. His DRUNKEN MAN was the moſt aſto- 
niſhing effort of art, perhaps, that the profeſſion 
ever evinced: every limb, every muſcle was inebri- 
ated; his eye dulled ; his knees tottered; his jaw 
hung; his tongue faultered ; and in ſhort every 
ſymptom of 7ntoxication was ſo cloſely copied, that 
one would have thought the obſervation of his whole 
life had been confined to the ditempered devotees of 
the JoLLY GoD. Nor did this ſpirited perſona- 
tion reſt here: he carried it into every character, he 
ſuſtained and preſerved it amid the pungencies of 


bodily pain, and the encroachments of infirmity and . 
diſeaſe. 


The loſs of Parsoxs to the ſtage, is at this junc- 
ture more particularly an object of ſerious concern; 
when the unbluſhing front of impudence ſuperſedes 
the claim of mod2f? MERIT, and genius, trodden down 
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and inſulted by managerical caprice, is compelled 
to crouch at the footſtool of dullne/s and IGNORANCE. 


Never was there a time when the ſtage was ſo 
wretchedly ſupplied with performers, or the judg- 
ment of the town ſo deplorably weak, as the preſent. 
There ſeems to be a combination between managers, 
ators, and the public, to put COMMON SENSE to the 
route, and ere& the ſtandard of assURDITY on the 
threſhold ſhe has been reluctantly forced to aban- 
don, 
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A 


LETTER OF INTELLIGENCE. 


BY 


CHARLES DIBDIN, ESQ. 


To Mr. BELLAMY. 


DEAR SIR, 


WHEN I firſt underſtood that, at Mr. Par- 
50N8'sdefire, you were to oblige the world with ſome 
of the moſt material occurrences of his life, I gave 
you a promiſe, with particular pleaſure, that I 
would throw together ſuch remarks as an intimacy 


T 6o ] 


of ſome years with that celebrated character ſhould 
enable me to make. 


In conformity to that promiſe, and out of reſpe& 
to a man who had many valuable qualities, and both 
an underſtanding and a genius infinitely beyond the 
common run of his profeſſion, Tſhall, in a looſe way, 
ſet down what I think moſt material concerning 
Mr. Parsons, whoſe life cannot be unacceptable 
to the public ; for indeed they are interefted in it, 
he having abundantly repaid their foſtering care, by 
the repeated pleaſure he afforded them, when his 
abilities, under the influence of that care, had grown 
to maturity. 


I know nothing of the early part of Parsons's 
life, nor had Iever learnt that any ſuch perſon wasin 
exiſtence, till he and his wife performed Filch and 
Mrs. Peachum, at. Drury Lane theatre ; which, 1 
believe, was about thirty years ago. It ſhould ſeem, 
that Garrick, at that time, entertained no great 
opinion of his abilities, by giving him ſo ſubordi- 
nate a character; and indeed it was ſaid, and I own it 
appears very probable, that the huſband was engaged 
for the ſake of the wife, for as Mrs. CLivet was then 
in the zenith of her reputation, and it was a rule, by 
way of a ſtroke of good generalſhip, in GARRICK, 
always to ſet up his beſt performers rivals, to rein, as 
he uſed to call it, their high horſe with a curb, ſo 
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he might fancy that Mrs. Parsons would turn out 
of ſufficient conſequence to awe the towering pride 
of ambitious Kare ; that, at the expiration of her 
article, ſhe might abate a little of thoſe exorbitant 
conditions, which ſhe never failed to exact, at the 
W renewal of every agreement. But Karz of Drury 
WW Lanc, like Katz of Ruſſia, was not to be frightened 
with ſquibs; though it muſt be confeſſed Mrs. Par- 
$0NS was a bouncer. In nothing, however, but in 
the ſize of her perſon, was ſhe ſuperior to Mrs. 
CLive, who, albeit, was no fairy herſelf. Mrs. 
Paxsons's abilities were very tiny indeed, and an- 
ſwered no other purpoſe to GaRRICK, than to coun- 
teracthisownintention, of whichadvantage there can 
be no doubt but Mrs. CLive profited. He, how- 
8 cver, who was never caught out, took care in the 
W cnd to be well reimburſed ; for finding in Parsons 
very extraordinary merit, he firſt ſecured him upon 
very mediocre terms, and then got rid of the wife 
altogether, taking care, however, leſt ParsoNs 


ihould get too far a-head, to ſet him up a rival in 
HakrTRy. 


But the merit of ParsoNs was not of a kind to be 
Injured by competitorſhip : it did not confiſt of 
quaintneſs nor ſervile imitation; it was genuine, and 
all his own, and though the ſtage had at that time to 
boaſt of SyuTER and Yares, yet ParsoNs, in the 


very ſame caſt of characters, kept a very reſpectable 
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ftand; forthoughhehadnotthe irreſiſtible pleaſantry 
of SHUTER, nor the dry judgment of YarTzs, yet 
there was ſuch truthin his acting, that there was often 
SHUTER Corrected, and Y arts ſoftened. 


But what gave the ſtrongeſt proof of his excellent 
underſtanding, was, the judicious choice he made 
of his. characters, which were generally guardians 
and fathers. Both of theſe are very unpromiſing to 
a performer, but, nevertheleſs, he brought them 
to the higheſt pitch of reſpectability. Guardians 
and fathers, in general, in the conſtruction of come- 
dy, are no more than mere mediums to diſplay the 
ſuperior brilliancy of the other characters; they in- 
troduce that humour which others utter, they are 
the three firſt lines of the epigram, of which the 
fourth 1s the point. 


It ſhould ſeem ſingular, therefore, that Parsoxs 
made this choice, but his reaſons are full of good 
ſenſe and critical diſcrimination. He was deter- 
mined to make that reſpectable-which had been ne- I 
ver ſo conſidered before, and by ſtudying the pet- | 
tiſh peeviſhneſs and other paſſions of old men, and WW 
contemplating very probably, in real life, what effect 
theſe had on the voice, the face, nay the very gait; 
he gave ſo faithful a portraiture of nature, that 
though the ſubje&t was not handſome, it was unl- 
verſally admired for its extraordinary ſimilitude. It 
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was very common to ſay, © I never liked this part 
- till Parsons performed it, there is nothing in it, 
and yet how intereſting he makes it.” 


Whether GaRRIck, from this circumſtance, was 
of the opinion of the miſer, © that he who makes 
ſomething out of nothing, may make a little go 
a great way,” I know not; but certainly from 
that time he never wrote any thing but he lugged 
Pars0Ns into it, and as if all other authors were of 
the ſame opinion, almoſt all the characters of this 
deſcription for twenty years havenot only been filled 
originally by Parsons, but they have been at- 
tempted by thoſe authors to be heightened in order 
to receive advantage from the merit of ſo good a 
performer : witneſs his character in Who's the Dupe, 


the Son-in-Law, the Spaniſh Barber, and many | 
others. | 


1 dow't mean to be underſtood that all characters 
of this deſcription are mediocre, where they form 
the principal feature of the piece, ſuch as the Mi- 


ſer, &c. they are capital parts ; but thoſe for a time 
did not fall to Parxsons's lot, for while SyuTER 
and YaTEs were in poſſeſſion of ſuch characters as 
Don Choleric, Parsons was obliged to content 
himſelf with Don Manuel, and it is his being able 
to come forward under theſe diſadvantages, and 
greatly to outſtrip in their own way ſuch veterans 


[ 64 ] 


as CoLLins and MarTin, I mention as a proof of 
his great merit. | 


His other characters, which were various and nu« 
merous, he performed ſometimes with great claim 
to commendation, and at other times not altoge.. 
ther ſo- much : this, however, did not ariſe from 
either his ignorance of human nature, or want of 
diſcrimination : on the contrary, I have before ſaid 
that theſe were the principal traits of his profeſſio. 
nal merit ;. but it ſeems to have been a too anxious 
defire to give every part of his audience ſatisfaction, 
forgetting that admirable leſſon of SHAKESPEARE, 
*to let the firſt care be to ſecure the good opinion of 
the judicious.” This he certainly ſometimes 
neglected to do, by unneceſſarily laying an empha- 
ſis on words to point out to the leſs informed part 
of the theatre their import, like the man in the 
ſtory retailed by Foort in one of his farces, who 
having painted the ſign of King Charles in the oak, 
leſt the ſpectators ſhould not know what it meant, 


wrote under it © this is not the owl in the 1vy 
buſh.” | 


This obſervation will be found true upon recol- 
lecting how he performed Docsrtrry in Much-ac 
about Nothing : his other fault, for I think he had 
but one more, was a perpetual anxiety to be unne- 
ceſlarily audible. I ſhould not wonder, as his com- 


1-C Ln __  »,- RE þ R's L Ny ; */ *5 IE DEOIEr, Lt ; »l FE Dat. 50 N Y kr fon Cn Ns of "PIER Pa Foes] - LO 2D, CER ne Fx wp. + Ti | =" 


p ——_ » TE ho ot 
=D BIRD 


A AC a ow TY TROUT ITT 


hn Ws hs 


Da 


— © 
6&5 __ 8 PIE _ 
— - ha 


[gf OW IG 


_— 


/ 
E ! Ps 
j- 4-815 8 5s 
vn 
NAIItr. 
of CoLnESY 
, . 0 
| . a= 
- 
\ * 
» % 
y; 


Jo T3 $tl.ot Gegits' 14-46? te Hi if wel 4 LIL ' How 


_— - -- 


TT ILLASS 
LOG TITEL POTTOEEF 
$1) TTIELT 
TIO ITITITERSTTT 


$4 * 000 + 5 6 0 A—_—— 


fill 1:5 


$46 4 
- 


WING 


TATION 


© 44% $a 44 @- 


' 
\ 


_\ 


40 


Y -DVJ Fa 


= —— 


Fr 


3 
Mall 
[ 
i 
T1757 FRE 


————— ——_— 


"ll 


Wl = ll Wk 


WT ——_— _XOEO-' 


un III EI ——_ 
—_—  —_ — 


"eh444 


ll 
hl 


($344 


- 
o 


* 
q*. 
. 


wi 


jay ovrong 
tun Tongue 
tafford og PF 


4s 20706 
emore {te 
T2 O W 


decree, 
to 
z lbirſe 


Jo Woemem Fan 


el : 


The Fates 


ld Fegt 


1 


© 


the Poſe ſnon of S, Fe 


ruginal m 


3 


the 


et Wyer 1771 


© 


by. 


,F 


LTF 


—— 


\ "7 6 Or PRIN 
3 S4T ———_—— 
_ *' 4 —” 


MH Yor TEES na me 


A OOF RAR toe = 3 are RGA 


4-4 w# x 


_—J —— >. p ———_— I 
—————— ———— — —_ ——. W ow RIGS 
wang | . ng at re ren rs a 7 


& 


Engraved by VW. Holl. 
DINGTOSN. 


GRFY. 


OF 


Wc 8 *» | | 


Vn 


\RON 


BB. 


NYON, 


* 
4 


KF 


PRA. 
LORD 


Shee. 


ik 1» 3 A 
+ ay 


Archer 


fartin 
Kl 


7 NM 


_ CE W% up 


a 
0 


—— # 
we 


Dia. 


LLOYÞ 


7 " 4 4; AL £ 
by Oy [SN 1» Foros = 


" C Ts - 4 Wes FN 
EE ECTS 


| 
» 


OOO OT es 7" I ar Hl OA ont PLRGhnrayyr— wa 


_ = _— 


L - 1} 


plaint was pulmonary, that this in ſome degree 
ſhortened his exiſtence ; in which caſe both his 
friends and the public would conſider it a fault of 
magnitude indeed. It will be contended that an 
ator ſhould be particularly careful both to be audi- 
ble and articulate ; and indeed it is the firſt leffon, 
| and the moſt material ; but when this is firſt at- 
tained, and afterwards eſtabliſhed by habit, com- 


mon converſation, a very little elevated, eſpecially 


in comedy, ' will anſwer all the purpoſe. Garrick, 
who knew better than any body the trim of an au- 
dience, always ſucceeded beſt when he could make 
himſelf audible in a whiſper. 


This trifling drawback on great and extraordi- 
nary merit, cannot be conſidered either as unkind or 
uncandid.- If T could be-guilty of flattery, I cer- 
tainly ſhould ſooner flatter the dead than the living ; 
it is more diſintereſted and more manly : to which 
charming ſentiment every man muſt ſubſcribe : but 
to celebrate a deceaſed friend, by deſcribing him 
as a perfect being, is the ſtrongeſt of all ſatire, and 
the very thing of all others that PazsoNs, could he 
riſe from the tomb, would blot out. One of the 
moſt elegant things I ever heard was a compliment 
paid by My Lord Kenyon to My Lord Loucnso- 
ROUGH. Lord LouGnBOROUGH had made a deci- 
tion in Effex, contrary to the wiſh of the magiſ- 
rates, who ultimately brought the matter into the 

1 


C66 ] 


| King's Bench, where his Lordſhip's opinion was 
over-ruled.. The tenderneſs of Mr. ERSKINE for 
Lord Lougnporovucn's reputation induced him to 


pronounce a high and eloquent encomwun on his 
Lordſhip's merit and virtues, when Lord Ktxvoy 
thus ſtopt: him ſhort : © Mr. Erxsxins, I have as 
* high an opinion of the merit and virtues of that 
- -* noble Lord as you can have, but I ſhould have 
* a very contemptible one indeed of both, if Icould 


** for a moment believe that he conſidered hamſel 
« as infallible,”? 


» 


Afﬀeer all, every thing I have ſaid of ParsoNs, asan 
actor, every body knows to be truth. Thar part of 
his character, therefore, though it was neceſſary to 
touch upon it, becauſe it was the profeſſional part of 
it, all thoſe wha have received for a long ſeries of 

years ſo much pleaſure from his exertions; could 

have delineated as faithfully as I have : I ſhall there- 

fore diſmiſs the theatrical career of Mr. Par380N5, 

with remarking, that now he is ng more he has his 

imitators, which is-an infallible proof of his ſterl- 

ing excellence. We have the lees at this moment of 

that rich wine we taſtedin SyuTER. Epwinbegat 

to vend it, ſince ' which it has been philtered and 

ſtrained through ſo many hands, and had ſo much 

luke-warm water thrown on the dregs, that bad 

perry is ſparkling champaigne, compared to the 1n- 
| comparable SyuTEs given us at preſent, How 
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TER, Whom he did not like, at about the ſeventh 
hand, when he declared he could not bear Gar 
&tcK, Whorit he did like, at the ſecond, 

For this have we to regret Parso0Ns as an actor, 
and for a more ſerious reaſon ſtill; for he being gone, 
' we have little more now remaining than KixG and 
Miſs Pops, to put us in mind of the Auguſtine 
zra of the ſtage, the reign of Garrick. 


My knowledge of Mr. Parsoxs, as a man, araſe 
from a circumſtance which gave me a cloſe and in- 
timate opportunity of coming at his private ſenti- 
ments, as well as forming an opinion of his mental 
endowments, and their application. As I dabbled 
in poetry and muſic, ParsoNns would inſiſt on my 
being a painter; and when I laughed at his project, 
telling him that, fond as I was of the arts, I had ne- 
ver turned my thoughts that way, he did not -care 


a halfpenny for that, he was ſure I had ſtrength of 


mind enough to accompliſh any thing I undertook ; 
and if I would promiſe only to begin, he would 
anſwer for the reſt. Out of a whim, I took him at 
his word, and we that inſtant ſent for colours and 


canvaſſes ; I made a very indifferent hand of it at. 


firſt; but after a time, having copied a W1LsoN to- 
lerably well, the original of which he ſold after- 


muſt CyurcHtLtt be nauſeated at receiving Suu* 
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wards to Garrick, ParsoNs pronounced that | 
ſhould do. | 


My next attempt was fo ſucceſsful, that I'ventured 
to make it a preſent. Being in company after- 
wards, where this picture was, with Sir JosnvA Riv. 
NOLDS, Dr. JoansoNn, GoLDsmiTH, and ſome others, 
Sir Jos#UA could not keep his eyes off this picture. 
I felt very awkward at being thus expoſed, and 
GoLDpsMITH, determined to increaſe my confuſion, 
told Sir Josava that he did not wonder at his adm. 
ration at the picture, for that it was compoſed by a 
great man. * I do not know what you ' mean by 
compoſed,” ſaid Sir Josnua, © but it is the worlt 


_ thing ever ſaw in my life.” © Why do you take fo 


much notice of itthen ?”* ſaid GoLDsmITH. © Oh! 
Sir,” ſaid Dr. Jonnson, © phyſicians always tove 
to analyſe the faces.” . * My. reaſon,” ſaid it 
Josnva, © for noticing that picture is, that though 
taken altogether it is a very contemptible perfarm- 


ance, yet the man who painted it has an uncommon 


correc eye for colouring.” © There's a compli. 
ment for you, Dispin,” ſaid GoLpsMiTHn, *© why 


don't you make your beſt bow ?” It finiſhed by Sir 
Josnvua's adviſing me to perſevere, and promiſing to 


lend me ſome landſcapes as models for my imita- 
tion. 


_ 


— ————— © Sh, i raed 2 


OT ee lt cn 


: wm” ——_— w_ Wi \ ow 
nm 1 oo ore OT CUP RG rr one ORR CO ———— 
- 
4 *3t ® CY - ”* iy . OL -e 
$ FEESIKERS RR NT Deed Prog OR nn Bot 


* * CDPuVEDZDE I T TM IE ITS IILNTILIIE ELL EET AY 


ODE IO USO ITT III SSN of o SO OST OE CIT 


a” 
+, 


nz % % 


” 


_——_ 
2 


$42 


CRC III II IE TIEN V ANCIENT 


Dn ah eb A SS 2D ICS 


SAS *.t 4.14 


51 
\ 2 


c . 
es 32 $- (48 
2*'Y l 


"Nr, Nap 
£ 4% ” *- 


CoofSf 


En 
NI 


« 


«5 

«34 
. tx lo 
Sk Aj 


- pe 
1s 
* 


20 
*- 
Fre 


PT 'R 


, W 
, i - 
37 


ITE TH ET IE IT EO TIEIIINEI II IT EINE COP ICT 
. * 


- 


” 


I» Fo ; 
LEN 


IEEE 
.. —n 


'* YL by 


. 


þ, SI 

on i 
. A I 
| 4 « " 
AT 


DIY 
SI 

_ 
YR WT, 


- 
. 


» »* 
ALITINS 
«ob 

100 


bk 
Te 


YETI TT II IE 


SO URASITSTTT 


PETS MTTEY 


Eur SE ESSEN ARC ALS Sa LACS IEEE I IIS NL EI EIS 


CER OE ET ws - $0 » + LOTS IS oo ES ETSY 


COON IOC AS - » *o Doe» ow 


Np en Rn ns oy tt Wren er RO rn Fer i a ig, neces 


wut 


O27 


GALRII % 
” 


> » LA 


ESD 


FE 1 


” 


[8 


ReefD 


O72 7 He 


Fd 


9 


24 


VAroeet 


NS SSL LIE EIS 


.. 


EB Vert 


nl * $50 oY 
he 
C02 4 


©. 
+. 


cel, 


£17 


oO 


F, 


% 
. 


"FH 11 


eS 


TT Trotter 


CEILINGS 
, 
-— Y 4 A 


IVEL JO 


o (7 YL 


» © 
% 


F Ly Trotter 


D000 YT, 
PEone® 
gu &++ * 


oe te 
oO 


9 


"4 


73 
.* 
F, 


S 


0 


"m* 
b 
ant 


#6 April 27 


CLIT Te 
IP 


Ls 


"atal D 7 


: CINE 
> 


=> > © avs 
LO YIES 


54 4.4 
SL IITEIOES 


wo 


>= ALI SITEND 
FUR 


Lrom an' O 


£ 

+ 
% 

3.4 


- 


; 


_ 


— — — ——— — —_ 


rp boil 1 Wl”, N14 


FE 


* 
p 


1nrmne br f. Avpornc,. 


LONDON, Publiekril por He Emnropren Me 


/ 
—_ —— 


4 


J I its £4 


E357 
FE4 


Fiumimnrot br 


EPTTITO100 16 


1 rrriettines Ov HUH 


[lotto para 4H! Ot agt nin 


Pa 


, 
. 


. 


ER an omit randy ——dE=C-— -—rp————— 
---,  _—_ yew" pac — — — — — $ Wren a "> > TS 
CO ee ee ee nb a 


a_—_— cc Cd 


G - PRITIG a i FEES A th a on tl oe ab POLE TIet — FETOES FT aL LET IO as 


> l = [_—_ 
Me Cars = 
by = ad. —_ 
- indi. « £4 Ros ea - 


OT - 


TX 


I mention this circumſtance becauſe it ſet me tg 
work in earneſt in painting with Parsons at my 


elbow. I communicated to him this kindneſs of 


Sir JosHuA, and we both went the next morning 


to Leiceſter Square, where we pitched on ſuch pic- 


tures as would anſwer our purpoſe, 


We now ſet to work in earneſt; nothing came 
amiſs to us ; Flemiſh or Italian, every thing we co- 
pied, Sir Josnva liberally furniſhed me with what- 
ever I ſent for, and the polygraphic art was in- 
ſtantly exerciſed, Nor was this an unlucky cir. 
cumſtance for Parsowns, for though he was a good 
painter, particularly a good fruit painter, in which 
he made Emer his model, before I ſaw him, this 
advantageous opportunity certainly gave him a very 


mater1al lift, 


From this moment pictures and painters were all 
we could think of. When we were not at work, we 
were ſure to be at ſome exhibition of pictures : till 
at length I began«to know painting ſo well, that I 
could in general gueſs the artiſt, without looking at 
the catalogue, 


This was ParsoNns's forte ; he was more a critic 


than a painter; he had more knowledge than geni- 
us; had he been a muſician, he would have con- 
ſtructed harmony, not invented melody; had he been 
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| 4 poet, he would have preferred a corre line to 4 
brilliant one. In ſhort, he was more elaborate than 
ſpirited, he paid more attention to the adjuſtment 
of many parts, than the grand effect of a whole; 
- and thus, though he was a very good copier of x 
picture, he was. by no -means a firſt rate copier of 
nature. 

.. My mind, as the world very well knows, has al. 
ways been the reverſe of this; and thus our progreſs 
took in cach a different bent : I painted more ſlo- 
venly than him, but often, in ſome reſpects, much 
better. This he always candidly confeſſed, and as 
a proof of it, a picture, our joint labour, was exhi- 
bited in that room which is now the Lyceum, about 
1770, by my deſire in his name; in which he pointed 
out to his friends and mine what part he had painted, 
and what part I had. 


ParsoNns's pictures however are very reſpectable 
productions: I do not, therefore, mean to depreciate 
his merit in what I have ſaid, nor ſhould I have men- 
tioned any thing relative to myſelf, had it not have 
been to account for the intimate converſations I fo 
frequently had with Parsons, when we have been 
employed for {ix hours together, delineating nature, 
and remarking on the various ſubjects that ſuch aft 
employment introduced, | 


Ld 


SY 


It. 1 


In theſe converſations I found, for he never dif. 
Fuiſed his ſentiments, that though ſtrictly an honeſt 
man, PaR$0Ns was rather a free thinker: I do not 
mean licentiouſly ſo, but one who admires the open- 
neſs of morality, rather than the myſteries of religion; 
I know-he has been cenſured for this, but the pub- 
lic may depend upon it, that the cenſure hasattached 


to him more than any other way, from his having, 


perhaps imprudently, ventured apparently irreligi- 
ous aſſertions among illiberal and ignorant men, 
the tendency of which, upon the broad principle he 
took them up, would have appeared perfectly ho- 


nourable and moral to men of more candour and 


better underſtandings, 


PaR80Ns has alſo been cenſured for keeping low 
company ; this cenſure 'T muſt contend is as unfair 
as the other: ParsoNs did not keep low company : 


they were not his companions, he only went where 


they happened to be, with a view, being an adept 
in the ſtudy of nature, -to ſee her unadorned, which 
It muſt be allowed was a great help to him in his 
profeſſion. The quaintneſs, vulgariſm, humour, 
and whim, which he found in a tap room, was the 
ore from which he extracted his theatrical gold, and 


the public are therefore obliged to him for toiling 


in thoſe mines, whence he brought ſo many natural 
gems, which, when with his ſkill, as an ingenioug 


dramatic lapidary, he had poliſhed and arranged, 


4. 4 6 50 
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produced thoſe brilliant ſallies with which they —_ 
been ſo often delighted. 


Beſides, there is precedent upon precedent in fa. 
vour of Parsons ; and if SwirT would fit upon 
a ſtone on Ormond Quay at Dublin, for hours 
to pick up the humour, and I will ſay wit, of the 
Iriſh \ſhoe-blacks and chairmen, if Gay 'went to 
Newgate to learn how to write:the Beggar's Opera, 
and ConcReve paſſed his time at Wapping while 
he drew the portrait of Ben the failor, why might Il 
not ParsoNs be permitted to go to the Black Jack, | 
and fairly imbibe thoſe manners and that humour 
by the aſſiſtance of which he drew from his audience - 

' ſuch loud and laviſh applauſe? It is remarkable 
that Pax8ons did not act a character; he was the 
character itſelf ; and Poags.1 It. 1s on owing to 
this circumſtance. 


Did n not Sin privy mg pay a beggar to 

ſit for the portrait of Ugolino. Has there' been a 

' rat-catcher, a general, an empreſs, or an oyſter- 
woman painted by any eminent artiſt but ſomebody 
ſat for the picture. Nature cannot be fancied, ſhe 

| muſt be ſeen to be imitated, But did I go on to ex- 
cuſe Par80Ns by precedents, there would be no end 
to it, and I ſhould not ſtop till I had brought my 
climax to. the King and the Cobler, and all the Oth 


[ 


TOTO 


— 
— 
OO — 
I —— — 


MOTO TL 


= == MONT It Ill I Pn my 


———M | 


(_—YEC_<_=<=<=—<C<SEZS ———— 


———— - 


NNN imp Mmmm 


All 


h—_— 
1 memnmmnn— 
nt _ _ 


HEE eee —_ - : 
—— En ———————neere re en ener——_— nn nn _ 


h ooo 


WWW AV Mmmm mT WWW 


PER lj FN — OOTY —FHER: 


— 


(ELLELL 
Yom { 
A. | 


— 


Mil 


=== 
l 


" 


— — 


then 


mW 1101 


AW 1111} VILT 


— 


————— 


SMILE LL SHINY) 


i mmm Mu mT MDT 


{t! itil INE WW \ | 


— — — — 


—————— ————— I In <—_———_ 


MT Teo ie i tie eur ure rin er ou ereoreirenivnovrverurevoevnvensnneur yon 


—— —— 


—_w_ 


! 
: 


(it! 


: 
, 
: 


| 


Wl 


Ill 


S 


fl 


"jy 


{i 


(ELVFAHHF 
þ 
A 
Y 
Mtn 


| 
i 


—— 


| 
| 


t 


1 


i = 


ante by EBinden Dublin, gas. 


Enarm tn bv N. Sehiavenctt Sun 


- os © 
moo ory =, » am 3, 


CE ee EE ad ns 


=" i 
"2 the EN ET TY bY _ | 
_ 


"y 
» 
" 
wy 
Fe 
% 
PE 
uy 
IJ 
. 
= 
v5 
ad 
by 
S 
A 
[s 
————————_— _—_  ——_ | 
_— —_—_ —— — io 
i _ ——_— 
_ ” = | 
| 
— - - 
— OT — 
h. - CT_— " 
OO —_ "eg — = = _ = p_ pe — -- _ — —_— 
— -— _ = - Py DD ————— 
Dn mnmm————— -_ . an me 
—==—— - 
—— =====I xr Eu E Ita CEA AITINC ee 
| CLAS = —E 
DD —==——A————— Gb Rnohon bn Bold hn =_ —_— ———_————————_ — | n—  —— 
nn pm 
© ——————_————— 
, a 4 C 
* 
. 


= MMM 
G. Kinedler 


Y 


EW] 


ential rulers who mixed among the common | prugy 
to learn how to govern. 


In my frequent converſations with Parsons, I 
could not fail to know his ſentiments on all general 
ſubjects; and I foynd that he had a rooted averſion 
to thoſe impofitions and that quackery that has 
ſpread itſelf through all the laws and religions in 
' the habitable globe; and as he could not reconcile 
to reaſon and truth what he was commanded to 
believe by prieſts and law-givers, he would, among 
his friends, animadyvert pretty ſtrongly on theſe ſub- 
jets ; which he was well enabled to do, by poſleſi- 
ing a clear and ſtrong judgment, and having 
treaſured up a wonderful fund of information. He 
would ridiculethe puppet-ſhew parade of the Roman 
Catholic religion, as practifed in Spain and Portu- 
gal; and inveigh againſt the hypocriſy that pervades 
the tabernacle; but always good tempered, and fre- 


quently in a ftrain of peculiar humour and plea- 
ſantry. 


I remember an anecdote he told me, a little coarſe 
to be ſure, 'of being preſent with Shuter, who. fre- 
quented Whitfield's tabernacle. This extraordinary 
Preacher had been dealing out damnation with up- 
lifted hands for a conſiderable time; at length 
getting on. the ſubject of carnal defires, he congra- 


tulated himſelf that the women in his flock were 
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honeft. © Thank God for this,” ſaid he: © yes, my 
flock are the choſen, the elect, and didTI think there 
was a whore among you, I would throw this bible 
at her head.” The women, who had been paying 
particular attention to this part of his ſermon, ſee. 
ing him, as he ſpoke theſe words, lift up a moſt 
tremendous bible;—as if his, like the ancient opt- 
nion of oratory, was, that it conſiſted in action— 
wrought upon like electricity, drew themſelves up 
in a ludicrous attitude to evade the blaw. © Oh, 
ho,”* ſaid he, © I ſee how it is ! what then you are 
all whores!” | 


On philoſophical ſubjects he certainly took too 
large a latitude, though his remarks were full of 
thoſe reflections that ſpring from a lively and pene- 
trating mind ; they. were, however, more ſpecious 


than concluſive, and had more of logic and caſuiſtry, 


than reaſon and truth. He made Voltaire and Rouſ- 
ſeau his models, and, caught with the tinſel of their 


fanciful opinions, he did not give himſelf ſufficient 


leiſure to examine that portion of alloy which he 
would certainly have found in them, if he had aſ- 
ſayed them by the ſtandard of that good ſenſe which 
no man poſſeſſed a larger portion of than ParsoNs. 


I do not mean, however, to difparage Pars0NsS 
by theſe remarks. He was, as I have ſaid before, 
ſtrictly an honeſt man ; which 1s enough to ſhew 
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that however he might have differed in ſpeculative 
points from thoſe who work by the mere line and 
rule of morality and religion, yet he had enough of 
the firſt to make him do as he would be done by, 
and of the latter to cheriſh an adoration of the Deity, 
with as much fervour as a devotee, though not per- 
haps with ſo much hypocriſy. | 


Thus Parsoxs and I went on at different oppor- 
tunities for about four years, painting and chatting : 
after which time my other ſtudies obliged me to 
neglect the pencil, which I did not reſume again 
but now and then at ſhort intervals, till within 
theſe three years, and as it is now one-and-twenty 
years ſince I left the theatre, I have not in all that 

time had any opportunity of fpcaking as to any inti- 
mate knowledge of Parsoxs. on | 


You will, of courſe, avail yourſelf, where” you 
properly can, of introducing his theatrical anec- 
 dotes : they were numerous and generally very en- 
tertaining ; þut I believe the beſt of them have al- 
ready appeared in print; but as they are as fair game 
for you as for any one elſe, I don't fee why that 
ſhould reſtrain you from publiſhing them. I have 
myſelf printed two or three in my Muſical Tour, 
which are at your ſervice, if you think they will be 
of any uſe to you. 
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The lines TI wrote for his tomb-ſtone, and the 
impromptu [I ſent you at. the time of his death, you 
'' are allo very weleame to. 


. And thus you are furniſhed with what my little 
leiſure would permit me to ſend you concerning 
my old friend Parsoxs, written in the way which 
I know-would have been moſt acceptable to him; 
I} | for he loved truth, and deteſted hypocriſy, during 
j 4 the time I knew him; and you and many others 
oi can bear teſtimony, that, to the time of his death, 
[ | | no one could accuſe him of inconſiſtency. The 
; | memory of a man warm and ſincere in his friend- 
i 
: 


ſhip, affectionate and attentive in his domeſtic fitu- 
ation, and upright and honeſt in his dealings, will 
| ſuffer very little from the mention of a few venial 
b | foibles ; without which alloy never yet was worked 
K | wy ; | 

K up that imperfect compoſition called a human 
creature. | 
IT am, dear Sir, 

Strand, Fuly 7, 1795. Truly your's, 


C. DIBDIN. 


Ar. Bellamy thinks it neceſſary juſt to ſay, that he has by 
q 9 means availed himſelf of newſpaper paragraphs; he has not 
ſooked into the Muſical Tour of Mr. Dibain for anecdotes con- 
| cerning Mr. Parſons ; nor does he mean to refer to it on any 


future occaſion. 4H TIS NJ, 
January 1, 1796. l $ T7) | 
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